*** 
= 


a THREE = 5 


UPON 
PRACTICAL 22 


FROM THE FOLLOWING: TEXTS: | 


A. Luke XY. g. And when be bath ENT! 4 u 
wp uo bog or bim wilt thou be made cu 
rqjoicing. 4 III. Pſalm lev. Lo terribls 

II. John v. 6. When Teſus ſaw him} in righteouſneſs, wi 
liey *nd ns tha be had benno O God N 


PREACHED: Ar THE * | : 
 New-Church in Langeiths, South-Water. 2 | 


By the Rev. Mr. DANIEL ROWLAND. 


Chaplain to his Grace the DUKE of eres, one of his Majeſty's 24 
af, RS 9 


1944 
7 9 
= , . 
. 


” * 4 
OW 


AN» | 
vor mp ot FO Hi, 
By the Rev. JOHN DAVIES, 1 
1 3 and.late of ft. konne ate 


* Pl 


* 


Lector of Wal WI 


ne former Eight Sermons, 4 
648 3 A 
a 8 | * 
Printed for the Lbivons Twas Davtzs, Ne. 29, Eyre-ftraety. 


. bath-fields : Sold alſo” by r LAND, Pater-hoſterwo 
W. Warrs, Windmill-hill, | J- MAaTwews, No. 1 1 

It - T. VaLLaxcrty No- 20, Cheapfide J alſo in Briftor 
'LLs, PowzLt, and Hr; e pon» Dublin; and 
Pokicllerd in Town and Country, 17 : . \ wy 


[Prics-NINE - 


$4 - 


"IX 
= 
- * 
j % "I . 
- 4 . 
at: 


1 9 - | 

+Y 3 ir 
* w * * * 4 4 i a 

* 0 5 


* „ rt _ 94 

8 . 7. . . 

ADVERT-IS EM EN f. 
i +4 13 TS OY N 


— 


* 


 Emmroenan MIB 17 
6 # Py *% — 2 - 4 * py wh 4 


AD it been needful, the — Sermon might have been te- 
commended by ſome of the ableſt goſpel miniſters in England 
the author's am i wer known by many ac the moſt Kborious [25 
fuccefsful miniſter in Wales, for about forty years: though in the evg g 
fe he travels chivqogh moſt'of the counties yearly, to ſpread abroad 
_ riches of God's grace; his bow abides in ſtrength. No places, thou 
wo the hens he». are capable to hold his auditories, either at het 
e abroad It is well known that He is not anivitious for" wotldy 
things, but to be made wiſe to win ſouls to fefus Chriſt. He receives ne 
benefit from the ſale of any of his books z he generouſly gave me the 3 
many beſides myſelf have experienced his benevolent help; above a hut 
dred preachers in Wales eſteem Aim 40 choir father, moſt of whom meet 
four times a year to conſult with him about the moſt likely means of 
| promGting the Redediner's Intereſt. | He admjnifters. the Lord's ſup 
to thouſands monthly, four ſermons are preached that day and the fort- 
g0ing, and it is not uncommon to ſee ſome there of the diſtance” of 30 
miles and upwargs, their continuance, in coming: teſtify that their jour 
' mies a e not in van. 4s Nene | 
I am, much obliged to the numerous ſubſcribers of the former eight 
ſermons, and. thofe who have 2 „ e. ſore of theſe ; alſo 1 
the tranſlatpr for his pains, who tho engaged in his churches, and 
increaſing congregations, ſent weekly copies for the preſs. Conſidering 
the particular idiom of the Welch language, bis pains and 
were great to keep any thing near-to, the ſpirit and meaning of the 
author. As he could not attend to correct the preſs, any errata mult 
be laid to my charge, I can only. ſay I have done my beſt. - It has ſwellel 
much larger th expected, elſe ſhould have rendered them 4 hut 
I hope none will deem them dear as th ul ſomething Hep = 
price that ſermons ire ſold ip general, ſo that they might come | 
[- + b the n the rich who are mereiful to ſouls, may buy, to gi , 
away. 3 a 
1 had an intention to have the author's print, but I have defiſted 3 01 
it is to appear ſoon in the Goſpel Magazine, with wiſhes that thoſe ſer- 
mon may be a bleſſing to precious ſouls, beg leave to ſubſcribe myſelf, ol 
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þ this — our bleſſed Saviour compares. 
our fallen race to a loſt ſneep. And indeed 
there is no image in nature that can more juſtiy ſet 
forth our ruined ſtate than that of a ſtrayed lheeps: . 
which hath left the fold, and roved into a barren. 

wilderneſs. * there is no creature more prone. 
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[ 2 J 
plies them to prove the ſame point We were 
< all as ſheep going aſtray.” And the holy Pfal. 


miſt aſſerts the ſame truth in terms which are 
equally _— when 2 3 are all 
gone aſide: the n ether become filthy: 
4c — 18 ne th „* » no, not one, 0 
Pſal. xiv. 3. But why ſhou I multi ly — 
ſcripture, when it is ſo — from the whole . 
of the book of God, and ſo undeniably plain from 
woeful experience, that all mankind, whether 
they be Jews or Gentiles, have ſinned, and come 
* ſhort of the glory of God.“ Oh! how ſhould. 
this view of our undone condition humble us 
the duſt before the Lord, and make us to had 
ourſelves for our pride, ſelf-conceit, and contempt 
of others | Alas | who or what are we, that we 
ſhould aſſume any airs of 'ſelf- importance were 
not the beſt of us by nature loſt, wandering from 
the fold of God like ſtrayed ſheep. And had not 
che good ſhepherd Fought and found us, we ſhould 
have been ſtill in the parched deſert, pining with - 
diſeaſe or periſhing with hunger, but glory be to 
his name he did find us and “lay us on his ſhoul- 
ders, tejoicing.“ In treating farther upon the 
words, my aim ſhall be to lay open the loſt ſtare 
of every unconverted ſinner, and to enumerate ; 
ſome ofthe falſe props by which he tries to up- 
hold himſelf, without h having recourſe to.the Sa- 
viour: that having ſhewn.him his vileneſs and 
utter inſufficiency to ſave himſelf, I may direct ¶ in 
him to thoſe blefſed boulders, which alone can I fo 
ſuſtain his guilt'avd carry his burthens. O that 
the good ſhepherd would this day deſcend into 
* this wilderneſs, in all the power of his victorious I « 
and in ll the attractions of his love, that 


oc re may be n. and ſome 9 ii. 
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of our firſt parents. In Adam we all ſinned. Then 
our nature was tainted, and our blood was defi- 
partake of his corruptions. This is Out natural 
inheritante. We are conceived in iniquity, 
and born in fin,” With great propriety there- 


i ag we are born, ſpeaking lies,” Pak lvni. 3. Very 
early did our defection begin. From the cradle do 
we err. We even then chooſe the evil and refuſe 
the good. And as we grow up, ſtill this wicked 
bias is nouriſhed by example till it is often tranſ- 
formed into ſinful habit. Such is our ſtate hen 
we are left to ourſelves, or before the good ſhep- 


the green paſtures of God for the naked roclss of 
due deſert, exchange things excellent and 
'orious for Tuch as are mean and contemptible. 
ich Adam we guſt of ſen- 
ſual pleaſure, before an eternity of ſpiritual 
the fruit of a tree, before the favour of God. 
With Eſau we ſell our birthright, with all its no- 
ble appendages, for « meſs of pottage. Aud wi 
the * we ſcruple not to barter our int 
in Chriſt, for the ſafety of our ſwine or the peri- 
ing part of our nature our royal dignity in heavem, 
for a ſmall portion of chis earth Yes, « we have 
all commuted two very great evils: Weave 
not only forſaken the fountain of living waters, 
but we have hewed out to ourſel ves ciſterns,” 


er a mo 


u. 13. Being thus W from the life di God, 
| 2 | we 


fore doth the word of God declare, that we are 
« eſtranged from the womb, and go aſtray as ſoon 


nne 
The fource of all our miſery is tie diſobedience 


herd hath come after us and found us. We leave 


— ” 


bliſs—— 


broken ciſterns which can hold no Water.“ Je. | 


"LC 47] 
ve err in every thing that we do. We err in our 
praying — in our hearing in our preaching in 
our alms giving, and in our forgiveneſs of inju- 
ries. There is ſuch a perverſe ſpirit in * us as 
< cauſes us,“ in the language of the | 
do err in every work as a drunken man ſtagget- 
eth in his vomit,“ Ja. xix. 14. And oh! 
we have not only wandered from the Lord, but 
we take pleaſure in our wanderings. We delight 
in fin.” We glory in our ſhame. We mind earthly 
things, to the excluſion of all concern for our 
fouls. * We make a mock of godlineſs. In this 
maſs of corruption we all lie, till the _ of ho- 
hneſs moves upon the face of our hearts, and 
creates us aue in Chriſt Jeſus. And oh ! ſhould 
not a ſenſe of our depravity fill us with horror, and 
overwhelm us with ſhame'and confuſion | But 
_— ſome — be ready to bleſs n and 

ay—“ we plead not gui inſt this heavy 
* charge, Shiel you S . againſt us: 
for, though we are ſinners, yet we have never 
run into ſuch lengths of wickedneſs as you have 
been deſcribing.” It may be ſo: but do not 
you obſerve, my friends, in my text, that 0 
only dogs and ſtoine, but ſbeep may be loſt—that 
not only great and profligate ſinners, but the com- 
-paratively moral and upright may be in a periſh- 
ing condition. Perſons may be outwardly de- 
cent and formally religious, while they are yet 
far from the way of happineſs. They may be 
polite in their carriage — ſoft and pliable in their 


tempers honeſt in their dealing and free from 
groke view while they are ſtill but loſt and 
have no lot in the goſpel ſalvation. Witty all their Ip. 
ſeeming” harmleſſneſs they may ſtill die in their 

ſins, if the good ſhepherd doth not find them, N 


N L 5 7 | 
he may quicken them by his grace, waſh them in 
his blood, cloath them with his righteouſneſs, and 
ſanctify them by his Spirit. Was not the boaſt- - 
ful phariſee a perſon of this ſtamp ? Lukexvitl. 112 
„I thank God,” ſaith he, *thas 1 am not as 
other men are, I am no extortionet no umjuſt 

perſon - noadulterer no poor publican, O is 
« obliged to ſue for mercy as a free gift ur to 
periſh for ever. No: I have not onſy a nega- 
tive but ve ſanctity. L faſt endes ina 4 
« week;. and-give tithes of —̃ | 
Here was a man who had very clear ſkin — 
conſcience in his on — He had not 
one fault or infirmity belong waging — but was 
covered from head to foot a white fleece of 
his own Hut notwithſtanding all his 
preſumption and ſecurity he returned home with- 
out being juſtified. God ſaw, under the vail of 
his outward ſanctity, a polluted heart and a rotten 
liver, And while that was the caſe, he would not 
2 —_— —— dar, 
air hes or pretended r | 
——— deeply impreſied-on all our - 
hearts, that we may no more truſt in our moral. 
deeds or religious duties, or in any thing chat is 
ſhort of Jeſus Chriſt—ſhort of a living union with 
him by faith—ſhort of . Chriſt in nahe 
hope and forerunner of glory. 

But alas! though we are gone aſtray like Joſt 
ſheep, and muſt, periſh for ever, if the 
ſhepherd.doth not come after us into the wi 
neſs, and bring us back an his own fivulders;' 
Yet few-of us ewe packed te bh ORR 
perſuaded to yie as captives to 
his grace. Notwithſtanding all our guilt and“ 
kelpleſſneſs, we will not be wholly, ans 4 

cus. 


1 63 


Jeſus Chriſt for ſalvation. We reſt ſhort of him, 
and. ſubſtitute ſomething elſe in his room. Not 
only the careleſs and ignorant, but ſuch as ate 
under ſome concern about the welfare of their 
fouls, have many falſe props on which they lean 
and build their hopes of heaven. Theſe I come 
now to enumerate and to ſhew their inſufficiency, 
And firſt, ſome reject the Saviour and refuſe 

to accept of his proffered help, from a ſuppo- 
ſition, that the knowledge of as their Cre- 
ator, is enough to ſecure their eternal ineſs. 
This is the pretence of Deiſts and modern Philo- 
ſophers, for neglecting the great ſalvation which 
the Lord Jeſus purcuaſcd v with his blood. © Ds 
« you think,“ ſay they, that my 2 will 
„ damn me?” | Yes, 1 do indeed, if you 
nothing better to rely upon than that God — 
made you. For, if che bare act of creation had 
been ſufficient to avert his. wrath. from ſuch a 
had offended him, no devil would ever have been 
condemned or had felt his vengeance z becauſe © 
they were originally the creatures of his ma 
and the workmanſhip of his hands. But I have lov 
a more ſure word of prophecy to confirm the 
point, and to illuſtrate my aſſertion. He ag 
who made them,” ſaith Ifaiah, * will have no the. 
„ mercy on them: and he, who formed them, ¶ h- 
« will ſhew them no favour.” J. xxvii. 11. che 
Ok! miſerable would be the preſent lot of be-F* t 
levers and very diſmal would their proſpect t 
if-cbey had no other ſecurity for *hew-Gnal hap 
but that God | hath made them and 
breathed into their noſtrils the breath of life. 
Others, fecondly, lay great ſtreſs upon the 
Clin of providence, and the many outward 
ee we they ane from God. Nn 
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[C2711 
of the great and opulent: 
00 proud to 


denying doctrines of the croſs. What!“ 
they, “can you ſuppoſe that he, hO hath 
« me in all my ways, and proſpered mein ally 
« worldly ings,” will at laſt ſentence me 
to that horrible pit where there is not ſa much 
« as a drop of water to cool the ? 
« will all his prefer 


jn eternal hatred? No; 1 will never believe it. 
The Almighty- hath always ſtood my friend. 
„% My earthly ftores abound, and 


« He gives me ty. Many temporal deliv- 
(6 5 hath 2 for me. From 
« the gate of death, he hath ſometimes brought 
« me back, reſtoring me to my friends and 
« ſeſhons;; when I had almoſt taken my laſt fare- 
« well of them. And will he, after all, caſt my 


bs 28 K E54 Forer 


ae love to their fouls than that riches increaſe and 
heir ſituation in this world is eaſy, there is a paſ- 
Hen ſage in ſcripture that ſtrongly militates againſt 
e no chem, and proves quite a contrary doctrine to 
em, vhat they maintain. Let ſuch hear the word of 
Ie Lord and tremble for themſelves. 80 
they did eat and were filled; for, he gave 


eſtranged from their Juſt, | But While their 
andi“ meat was yet in their mouths, the rah 9 
5 19 God came upon them, and ſle the fatteſt af 


F !iracl.” Pſal. Ixxviii? ag, 30, 31. Mark two ci 
anfrumſtances in this narrative 4 1 
| eſtimate 


reſt here, being either 


place their Whole dependence on a 
crucified Saviour, or too full to reliſh the ſelf - 


n 
« proſperity runs over. He gives me health. - 


« ſoul.to hell? Indeed, as far as I know; he 
way. If any have no better evidence of God's 


them their own defire, and they were not 


them, and ſmote down the choſen men f 


learn never ts 


; 


| 


t kindneſſes co me terminate 


[8] 
' eſtimate God's love to your ſouls by his liberaliy 
to your bodies. While their meat,“ it is taid, 
«was yet in their mouths, he ſlew the fatteſb of 
them.“ Alas f alas! rich paſtures are often 
| bad ſign. The cattle, which are firſt to be killed, 
have always the beſt fodder. Why ? That they 
may be the ſoones fattened and made ready for WM | 
the knife. Go to now, ye rich men, wery if C 
and howl. Let your laughter be turned to 
'<« mourning, and your joy to heavineſs.“ If 
you have no other foundation for your eternal MW v 
felicity, but that you enjoy good things in this i © 
life, you lean upon a broken reed, which is ſure 
to fail you, when you come to ſtand moſt in ner 
-of ſupport. Riches avail not in the day of wrath, 
and can be of. no ſervice to you when your ſouls 
are quitting their carthly tabernacles and ſoaring 
-aloft to the world of ſpirits. 2 
Others, thirdly, depend much upon what they 
have done for the Lord in ſupporting his intereſt, 
and carrying on his cauſe in the world. Hen 
thoſe en — —. who have alittle 
goſpel- light in ir un anding, and a 
* of — heat in — Soch en 
cry out with Jehu, Come with me and ſee 
„ zeal for the Lord,“ while the golden calves 
are ſtill at Bethel, and ſteal their ions from 
the God of Iſrael. They may contend earneſtly 
for the faith, and yet never be poſſeſſed of ſav 
ing faith. They may fight the Lord's: battle 
againſt the Canaanites, and yer never come tt 
Canaan. They may be nurſing fathers 


nurſing mothers to the church, while their ow! 
Gouls are periſhing with hunger, So the e 


I 


et ar is bt 


yields ſuſtenance to the ſaints, and 
earth ſtil}; it is not heaven. Nay, 


Frey N 
ſtep farther and ſay upon ſcripture: authority— 
5 That many ſhall on the great day claim wu 
« their privilege” that they have prophelſied, 

out devils, and done many wonderful works 
in the name of the Lord, -whom»he ſhalb yet 
« diſown, as workers of i iniquity.” Matt. vii. 42. 


2 


God, “ we have p ed in thy name. Here 
were great buſtle and activity in his ſervice; ** We 
have done many wonderful Works.“ Here 
was remarkable ſucceſs, We have: caſt out 
« devils.” ley ron Was. — — 
mon humility, “ We arrogate no honour to | 
« ſelves, as all that we have done wan in thy 
« * narhe and for thy glory.“ But whar»follows? 
rt from me: for, I know you not.“ NM 
tear riends ! here is a- ſcri that ought 
hll your hearts with awe, and to ſet you upon 
narrowly examining into the ground of jour 
hopes. A trying time may ſoon come. nd 
ch! if you ſhould, under a \ 11 er — 
be . not rooted and eſtabliſned upon the 
rock of ages, miſerable will be your doom. Your 
ꝛeal and fervour will ſtand you in no ſtead, un- 
leis it will be to increaſe your torments and to 
aps hell. = — O then for. _ 
uls beware 
lalvation z but upon . — Nan Chile 
& diligent in your duty. Be zealous for his 
avſe, Be liberal to his poor and indigent mem- 
rs: but oh! aſter all, depend wholly upon 
im for righteouſneſs and acceptance, both 
— 8 2 
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Here was much confidence in their relation do 


_— 4 7 
Others, fourthly, truſt in the promiſes, not u 
| made to the federal head of his people; 
his blood, but as abſolute p 
may lay hold without am 
3 And being thus without 
Chriſt they can ſuck no conſolation, from the 
Promiſes. Though they carry 


ng 
but when the Meſhah came hind | 
would not receive him. 80 int 
honour the ' promiſes and reject the Savio 


But what ſaith the Spirit? + All the promiſe 
* of God are in him, yea, and in him Ame” 
Cor. i. 20. The Lord Jeſus is the fubſtane 
ef them all, and they can do us no but 6 
they are communicated to us him, gl 
ſenled to our ſouls by the teſtimony of his Spin 
Nay, laſtly, we have no warrant to cleave e 
to the God of the promiſes, but as he is age 
ble to us in Chriſt Jeſus, through whom ale 
he hath promiſed to accept us. God,“ d 
Chriſt, ** is a conſuming fire” to our ſinful ſou 
und woe be to thoſe who approach him wicht 
this Benjamin. He hath: appointed his Son 
- ſalvation to the ends of the earth. And ve 
any to draw near him with as much -confden 
at ãt is poflible for Chriſtleſs ſouls to aſſume, 
Father would them from his | 
ſend them back to ſearch. for the Lord Jeſus 
they had found him, that under the ſhadow: of l 
wings they might find admittance to the 


C 1 


rely, 1 may: fafely ſay,” *: thar it is like the by 
hope; which ſhall be cut off when i 


ites 
__ 1 teſt, and feeble as the ſpiders 
<« web when they come to lean upon it. They 
t may put their truſt n it, but ĩt ſhall not ſtand, 
hey may r it — not endure 
Fob Vi 14, 15. 4 what a depen- 
ance is that, which fails and 5 in the 
hour of trial! It would be much better 2 1 
without ſuch dependance than with it. 
yet mankind are ever prone to ſet fac 
falſe props. As it is — Abſalom, 1 
had buried his children, or was without a ſon, 
« that'he reared for himſelf a. pillar to kt 
& his name in remembrance.” 2 Sam. xvill. 16, 
So do | thoſe; Who are without Chriſt, 2 
much of their own good deeds to ſup S 
finking ſpirits, and otten try to erect a Babel, by 
which they may climb to heaven in their om 
ſtrength, and by their own righteouſneſs. - But 
one living child is a better memorial than 
thouſand dead pillars; ſo one precious Chriſt 1 
a much ſurer foundation for the convinced foul 
to reſt upon than the beſt ſervices of men 
angels. None but Jeſus, none but Jeſus c 
« do helpleſs ſinners .> Having herein c 
mentioned the many falſe props on which ve 
all too apt to lean, and expoſed their utter | 
ſufficiency. to bear the weight which we are 
clined to lay upon them, I will now attem 
through the aſſiſtance of the eternal n 
point out thoſe true and bleſſed boulders, wh. 
alone can fetch us back from the briats 
thorns of this wilderneſs, and carry us in faitl 
to the paradiſe of God. There are two 


which are neceſſary to be cleared. ups 


5 + a, 
will »c-can be perſuaded to put, . in to. 
in one, or t look. for any, great dee Sy 
We moth not only have "hi La apy 
. ound of Tory ao, 
nd. WM vinced o 115 ncerity 2 
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but dere are ke LE * he 
us 0 N notwi 
romiſes, Sg, on. che other hangs We 
ponies, By a nch man, whe. ca! 
pri ee r if Pop Fs 
proml et as, 
depends wholly 15 1 
will extend his kind nels 
a perſon. bath e . 100 
the will as #2 59 115; 55 ie of 99 Nis 
whoſe honeſt y.an Unch 79 55 
we deem the gift chat he 1 f 
upon us as much. 9 7 Fa Tr Tor 2 
in our pol ſeſhon.. Now, ſuch 9 4 
Chriſt,” He js the word/and I the x 
the promiſe and. the power of pe an oth Ns 
ſhoulders bur, ig can, bring Why the A 770 | 
ſoul from the 1 4 4018 + in We 4 


and reſtore it to everl happine $ | An be 
both can and ill. d 12 ny. I, Bec ns he 
is the promiſe, of the F ather. God h 90 ſed 


up an horn of ſalyation, 17 Wh 10 oHhgu of 
« his ſervant 2 that he wp Shit. 8 15 
N prog tagpr f hikes and Fj. 8.5 


14 
© his holy covenatit.” Lale i. 69, 90; And 
Atother late God faich of him by: the moch df 
his * 0 « 1 will give thee Wr 4 tavenant of 
« the people, and for a light of Wie elles“ 
1 ww] 6. Here v ſee chat the Cor@Chrilt i; 

ur promiſed help. God hath laid out falvarion 
Ypon his ſhoulders. And he hath firength to ac. 
1 pliſh what be hath undertaken; Vecauſe, 2. 
He A the arm of whit Father, an EY 
rhotity to exet ute his ſovereign will. The 
of, the Lord refts © bon a in him 
owns of the Godhead dwells bodily. 45 
power in heaven and in earth is delivered intb 
* 5 hands.“ Anck he is warranted by his divine 
tommiſſion to be the great peace. maker between 
an offended Gbd and his rebellious ereatures, 
Hence the Father commands ſuch, as are at va- 
Tiante with him and deſitous of "reconciliation, 
to make their application for it through bim 
aue Who is to bring it abour. “ Leg 
them,“ faith he, * take hold of my ſtrength, 
'« that ke may make Fate with 1. And "i 
% mall make peace wi a. xxvil. 3 
if 1 had faid, le Rand back, finhers, and 0 * 


Mt bby pon me without a Mediator | + but rake | 


my ſtrengt h, Pork he may Rae 


5 Wien rt 12 85 the” He i er co heal 
« -the breach that is made berw He wah 
4, bring ydu Sear unto me, who 1 now afar 


260 1 "elitr will rior can have an any "dealings 

you till your peace is made in and 
'« Him. 471 him only can we meet with ks 
4 gther as friends,” Tilt then my Juſtice fer. 
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by, the” glad t tidings- of his incarnation I the 
* river by. his baptiſm; the ſea-coaſts *byhiz 
«-qbfrine; the vallies by his cures ; the gätdeg 
* by. his prayer; the temple by his "ſactifice, 
And the mountain by his Weng He ſpent 
fits whote' hte upon 'earth in going about tc feek 
ind Had a hee Joſt weeß of the hoiiſe-of' Tireel 
nd when he Kat by bis obedience unto death 
fl abs of juſtice ahd finiſhed all the Ii 
that“ Was g vi air to do, he aſcended —— 
esto 1. ne, that he migbr there plead 
—_ of his in 6ur "behalf, and 919 5 
fot 60 netrns, Yes, bleſſed for ever be His" Br 
Tn he died for opr fins ander 5 2 for 
907) 1 o del ever Leah _ in- 


: _-_ for Gb. He not only 10 us and 
85 ie for yt in Benet 8 of his lets, "but 
ER Ri 


nod 90 & white he is ſittingz on the 

055 17 1 $ + high, and"{ends his 
ESE 0 ff. and to apply *hi 

vation is out hearts; t bring us 

5 aſh Tae, A nh him, and to “ carry 


bs wins our eternal home on bis own ſhoulders 
joicins. He iz not a cold or luke-warm 
Ml ; Bbc wherever he hath fixed his ions. 
Ted e E6urſs''of his N and by 
Ng 'of his word, ſear for that foul, 0 
e nd if, And 6h! when he hath found 
1 ho were loſt, he "rejoices over them to us 
good. „ He feels his flock lie A theps 
enk. 218) gathers the Jambs with' tis are 
ht and carries rp in his boſom: and 
& geads thoſe which are With young. Ja. 1 
Oh! he is the ſtrong deliberer and the mig 
God:“ The Lion of the crit of Judafr Fs 50 | 
lame, And ſhalt: he reſcue no' prey W my 
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in which all the godly in every age aſcendet 00 
glory. They were carried thither on che HD 
ers of Jeſu; Chtiſt. When Eve had rete lv the 
promiſe f the woman's ſeed; ſhe called her fon 


f T 

Feu or the foundation, as if ſhe had foteſcen that MN : 
the” feed of! the W maß world tome; wien e 
was enabled to y herſaf” upon Him. Dur b 
ho was his father according to the fleſh; called ti 
the Mefliah “ his Ray.” Pſa. xviii'; 8: And I :: 
Mary; when ſhe had conceived hitn, rejoierd in IM n: 
e babe that Was in her womb as * che Gechef I 5; 
«her falvstioß!“ Late i. 47; Ohl be is the be 
anointed Saviqur ſent and qualißed to bear the on 
. fins of many} born his people to *delivef; be 


born a child, and yet a King; born to reigu in I of 
«ns for ever, and us to his ki r bring“ WM a; 
Tiere is no other name by which any Toft fiemer I © 
ean be ſaved; no other foundation upon »which WM 2b) 
any of our guihty race can build their . that 
heaven. He alone is the good ſhepherd, Who 
goerh into the wilderneſs after his ſtrayed theep, 
and layeth them on his own thoulders! rejoicing. 
But here ſome will be ready to aſk, Who 
« re they among our fallen race whom the Lord 
% Jeſus lays upon his own ſhoulders ? All arc 
gone aftray, and there are but few, who are 
66 Vrocthr back to the ſacred fold. Who are 
ce thoſe few?” They are not the worldlings, who 
are too much engaged in the concerns of the 
body; and are too intent upon the gratification of 
their luſts to have any leiſure for 1 the 
.Jeaft thought upon the care of the foul. © They 
are not the phariſees, who feed without fear on 
the huſks of their own meagre duties, and ex-W 
ct to merit heaven by their own worchlelsFf gra 
eds. All theſe are too ſtrong and ſelf. ſuff- us. I 
1 cient; 


1 
cient ; too%confident/ and hbart-whole to throt 
hemſelves upon the ſhoulders of ſeſus Chriſt, 
Theſe are Hh, igcfeaſed with:goods, and have 
reed of nbthimg t They de not feeh themfetves 
to be loſt, and therefore ſees not their ner, of 
falvation.” Heping to be ſuvedintheir dns, or 
by virtue of a littſe ouͤ rd formality- and par- 
tial reformation; they reject the counſeſ of God 
againſt themſelves, ebunt the blood of the coves 
nant an unneeeſſary thing, and: do deſpite to 
Spirit of gtack. Hut oh 1:4 figners> cuulc have 
been ſayed by their on dings, and in itheit 
own ſtrength; God would net have laid thei? 
help upon anether. No : He, who is ſo tender 
of our blood, would not have been ſo Yayiſh 
as to ſuffer his only-begotten Sou to bleed 
to death for us, if our recovery had been attain? 
able in any other way. Some other method: 
that is Jeſs. expenſive, would have been deviſed; 
And in all likelihood Moſes, or the deeds, the 
ſervices and the righteouſneſſes of the law:would 
have been deemed equal to the taſk of carrying 
us from Egypt to Canaan. But what ſaich the 
ſcripture to this! point? Why, it tells us, that 
* what ehe law could not do, in that it was weale 
through the fleſn, God ſent luis own Son in the 
* likeneſs of ſinful fleſh,” and for ſin condemned 
* fin in bis fleſh.“ Rom. vill. 3. So that from 
hi; quarter there is not the leaſt ray of hope 
or any ſovl-of man that hathf done evil. The 
ngvagg, the unchangeable language of the law 
„ „do this, and live: but the ſoul char ſinneth, 
ſhall ſurely die.“ If ſalvation could have been 
btained by the covenant of works, the covenant 
grace would have been needleſs and ſuperſlu- 
vs, The queſtion then ſtill recurs who are they, 
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« whom the Lord Jeſus lays on his on ſhould- 
ers“ I muſt pow-anſwer this queſtion by aſking 
another. Who among you are weak, and feel 
their need of ſome better ſupport than they find in 
themſelves? Who are lame, and would be glad 
to lean upon a crutchf who are weary, and 
would be happy to enter into ſome place of reſt? 
who, after having tun the whole round of created 
1 found its inſufficieney to ſatisfy che 
leſs deſires of their ſouls, can adopt the 
experience of Solomon and fay, © I have ſeen 
all che works, which are done under the fun; WM. 
* and behold | all is [vanity and vera ion of ſpi - 
rnit vam in reſpect to their nabiſuy to ſup - 
„ ply the wants of my foul, and vention as they Wl | 
„ tend only to draw my ſpirit from its right 
center, and to bewilder me in a mage of er 
A, ror and uticertainty * Eerleſ i. 14. 1 . Now, if 
there be any of you whom this defeription; ſuit, c 
you are the perſons, whom the Lord Jeſus 
 teady and willing to lay on his own ſhoulders. 
None but ſuch, as have been convinced of 60 
and enferbled under a ſenſe of their mani 
corrupiyons, can be perſuaded ta rely upon h 
alone. He is always the laſt ;refquree of che 
mijerable. They will try all other meane, be- 
fore they will apply to him. Ser this grout 
clear y illuſttated in the hiſtory of the won 
who was aſſucted “ with an iſſne of blood.“ A 
long as ſhe had money in her purſe, and a phy 
fician to conſult, ſhe never thought of going #0 
Jeſus Chrift. | Though ſhe muſt have heard af 
the many cures which he: daily performed among 
the diſeaſed, yet ſhe would give no credit 30. Uf 
report. She had ſotmething eke ſtall left, 
which the could lean wich greater n 


* 15 

k % | 
But when all er ſobſtanee wis f pent, and ſhe 
could not healed by an tax". means; the | 
came t the! aviour, , that the might touch the 
hem of his gar ent; and ſo far was he from DD- "4; 
braiding” he 15 making him her laſt refuge, I 
that he not 100 caufed her iſſue of blobd to 
ſtaunch, but commended her Fairly bid her be of 
good comfort,” Dhl go in peace. Such are they, * 
whom the Lp rd,] eus 12755 on his own eue 
They have 1557 elle, ene in e 7 under ; 
heaven, who Gan ave, th m. 

And the way. way of "order, 1 in wh ch the holy Shae 
ap plies þ At tal ation to Fray 750 of loſt nners, 
which the Son of God purchaſed with His blood, 
is by weakehing rhem when, they are ſtroog, an 
by ſtren henin | Wow when they are weak. As 
they, who can lupport themſetwes will not want 
or look for ther | help, 8 none will ca to' be 
carried but eh as oy EO to mY 125 
the firſt; 154 9 the Fal 
of man is o diveſt Spire ffs own eng | 
that he may be inveſted with the ſtrength 


God. d upon another EP 2 — | | 
1 5 s 7 %%, 
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reſt of 6162 Rick "Xp 5 x1 5 
with 7005 own ah: before | Yo! £0 

to accept of the fi 88 of 5 
pulled down, before! ou: | 
wi one i une nh 7 8 
rcly upon your ftrength fl e 

his Spitit Al e e you 5 05 t Kaſe, 5 
you are ſtripped bf that vain conßidehee, ard 
are brought to feel-your own weakneſs." Te 
weapons of bur - warfare,” faith: Faul, ate 
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E 73 4 
e not carnal, but mighty through God to the 
* pulling down of ſtrong holds, and the over- 
BY: es of all loft : Mayer Mo which en. 
& alt themleſyes l. ite knowledge of God 
2 Cor. x. 475 hey y are, the © we Woge of this 
« world which God hath choſen to himſelf;“ 
weak; preaching to caſt down {trong cotruptions 
and faint praying to reliſt powerful. temptations, 
If any, of you are erecting a Babel by your own 
works, or are ortifyin your caſtle by your ova, 
righteouſneſs, know that fr is all but loſt Tabovr, 
and that there ſhall not, be left one ſtore Whe 
another, which ſhall not de thrown Gang: 
ther you. are potent in your, corrap tions,” ot 
buoyed up by a notion of your own righteoul: 
neſs; the Lord will certainly, at ohe time ot 
other Sec your ſtreogth in the Way, as bs 
| 88 ys any upon his.own. des, vir pg 
| humble. and infirm... Yes, 1 BY laim to yo 
bo * — heaven and earth, O ye Jelf-l 5 
ent and ſelf. righteous Ane Bach "hat if nd 
other charge caul be brought againſt you, but 
that out of Chrift you are pure in your own ehen 
and have never been, wounded, in your ſpirits ol 
the ſcore. of your 85 the 7 of, that, one 
charge is eng ph 5 yqu into 1 of 
bell. God h a ealings 
with toner: to ſtain their prid to, pour con. 
tempt an. all their glory, that no flelh; may boak 
of its, might before him. And woe, woe, WO 
be to thoſe who, are ſtrong, in "their religiow 
duties, while they are not Irong in the Lor and 
in the power of his, might ; 1 1 in their heat 
ing, praying or 9 Ong in nothing 
elſe. The ſtreng af Pick, 1e like Sa Sampſon! 3 
ia heir hair; Vet ob! where will 6% Ne | 
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Theſe are they, Who encompaſs themſeſves with 


none of theſe, while they continve in this frame 
of mind, ſhall ever enjoy the Bleſſed privi 
being layed on the ſhoulders of Jeſus Criſt. 
they mult become 2 y before they will have 15 
— as a deſe to be 

eary of ſin; weary of Saran and all his deluſtve 
baits. The Lord make many of you thus weary 


heard as of a woman in travail. 


Is wearied' Nee of 
er. rag She had long con- 


is me now, 
murderers.” 


quite tired of their "ver Wwry 
arnal rod ty- been ker Sie? de- 


elves to be, 'as W in the comp 

f theves, who are combined to rob them f 
ir happinefs, r- _ tyrther their fouls; thi 

ould not 5 ſs eir horrid ſituatjon 2 

ey generally * rd No: they would be as cap! 

e ger rid of their aan as. they 3 

| 3 cape m the paws, of a an 

e deferts of Arabia. 1 ul | ng) 

po W'zhtily for help: and if 

o refcue them from their 

eold-Jeap wichtn "them 2 


ide t0 ve laid: 
nd RY dur alas! ot 


t, and they 


miſe 


de, when the Lord cuts Ulf tha prod. locks? 


ſparks of their own kindlmg, and warm their | 
hearts at the fire of nature, fayung, hat ha! But 


or 2 
— — 3 


this day! When Zion knows herſelf, her voice is 
"She bewuileth 
herſelf, and * e e aria Taying, wor 


orted wich th de : but now the * 


err: all, 
Knowing "hae! el Io BO - 


death. And oh! if did fee them- | 


they ſaw David com- 
a -1 their hearts 


opiters of thee 
cir eyes are ſo blind . 
=o deſtruction and 


1 a4 1 
miſery which are in their ways. 105 are pleaſe 
with their companions, and do not Want to be 
ſeparated from them. Hence the , Saviour is 
deſpiſed, and his ſalvation is neglected. Oh! that 
AY Spirit of God, wquld now, ſh every Wo 
eye, in this congregation, and ' 
toundation, chat ſeeing your, d dan 9 0 n 
your, wretchednels, yu. may . with. your "hol 
hearts intreat the Lord Je ſus to come 20 de. 
liver you from the tyranny. o 3 atan and "the 
dominion of your fins! It is cafy, to know When 
perſons are fatigued with travelling by their turn 
ing into the firſt lodging that they meet with, So 
nay yhu, ſhew, that you. are ſelf-empricd, and 
brought off from all creature dependence; by 
your. zeadineſs , to be layed on oy L 
of Jeſus Chriſt. When . boly Spirit hat 
af «the; the trons, | his next ſtepi is to [crengthe | 
the weak. When Paul was * weak, the 50 
+ ſtrong.” At ſuch. times his Lord 
him chat, vader, pl, his trials and. 1 15 
* his grace; wo uld be ſufficient for him * 
Xii. 9 And it it is the, i charaQteriſtic of al 

true Tun, that ry Wo weakgaly den wet 
made firong. 745. Have an 
then been No ied, 12 a> Ter Do jo 1 
now begi to ſee, how dar And. blind your mi 
Me, relpecting ſpiritgal things? th ga 16.8 | 
throne of grace RN of a deep "ſents. of 
darkneſs bf your. underſtahgings, and File. 5 
falneſs of your, hearts, ſaying, “ we fang but 
yeſterdah, and know nothing, 80 cot 
„ we and. 1 ignorant that. we 121 A Mi 
* fore 90950 It you go 3s, 5 
jos u will FFT. ignoran 
an e. y6u will, came a ng, =o 
7 n 
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no man deceive himſelf: if any among you 


come a fool that he may de wiſe. 1 Cer. ii. 


ſtrengthened ? would «you have the power of 
divine grace to flow into your ſouls, and to be 


« ſufficient of yourſelves to think one good 
* thought,” and that you have noc power in 
yourſelves ſo much as to will or to do any thi 


1 


that there “ is a law in your members warring 
* againſt the law of your minds, and bringing 


may be forced to cry out with Paul in the lik 


Kom. vii. 24, 26. I cannot conclude this branch 


think that I have a meſſage this day that is pe- 
culiarly adapted to ſtrengthen the weak, ſo l 


jou, and is now willing 
r ſnculders 


1 


— 


ſeemeth to be wiſe in this world: let him be- 
18. Are you weak, and do you deſire tobe 


operative on your wills and affections ? Then go 
to the Saviour under a full canviction that, __ 
you dwelleth no good thing, that you are not 


that is good. Lou muſt not only know but feel 


Jou into captivity. to the law of linen that 
from a felt experience of your inward-conflict aa 5 


circumſtances,, & O wretched ' man that La, 

* who ſhall deliver me from the body of u, 
« death,” And oh!. when you are thus laid lem, 
de Lord Jeſus will come to lift you up on his 
on ſnhoulders, and cauſe you to triumph with A 
de ſame apoſtle in his ſalvation, ſaying, we 
thank God through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord.“ 


of the ſubject without dropping here a word of 
comfort to the weaklings of Chriſt's flock, As 1 


pay God to enforce it with his peculiar authority: 
ihe Lord Jeſus is come into this wilderneſs ro 
eck his Joſt, ſheep. As you are ſuch he pities 
to lay you on bis own 


knowing: nothing you appear before him, he win | | 
make you altogether wiſe, unto ſalvation. 15 1 


1 


| 


191 
ſhoulders rejoicing. You are the conſtant ob- 
jects of his paſtoral care. His command to bis 
under-ſhepherds hath a particular reference to 
your caſe, when he ſaith, © ſtrengthen/ ye the 
« weak and confirm the feeble knees. Say to 
„ them who are of a fearful heart, be ſtrong, 
fear not: behold, your God will come and 
« ſave you. Then the eyes of the blind ſhall 
« 'be opened, and the ears of the deaf ſhall be 
« unſtopped. Then ſhall the lame man 1 
sas an hart, and the tongue of the dumb ſhall 

„ ſing: for, in the wilderneſs ſhall waters break 
« out, and ſtreams in the deſert.” '1/a. xxxv. 
3, 4, 5, 6. How great ſoever your infirmities 
may be, I ſhould think-that the Lord hath here 
made effetual proviſion to anſwer them all, 
The blind ſee. The deaf hear. The lame 
* walk. The dumb ſpeak.” And whoſoever 
ſhall be found in the way of holineſs ſhall no 
more err or run _ Be not therefore caſt 
down or diſmayed.” Weak as you are in'your- 
ſelves, you have omnipotence for your defence. 
All the promiſes, which you have now heard, 
belong to thoſe who are entangled in the wilder- 
neſs or ſtrayed into ſolitary places, as you may 
learn from the beginning o the chapter. What 
ever be your diſtreſs, the good ſhepherd can de- 
liver you from it. Nothing ſhall ever te 
you from his love. - Soon ſhall it be your happ 
lot “ as the ranſomed of the Lord, to retur 
« from this wilderneſs to Sion, with ſongs 
« everlaſting joy upon your heads, where 50 
« ſhall obtain joy and gladneſs, and ſorrow an- 
« ſighing ſhall flee away for ever.“ : 

I hiſten now to conclude the whole with 
few inferences from what has been ſaid. And 
2 I 
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„ 


iſt is our ſtate by nature and 


and deplorable, chat none but de Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt can ſave us? are we ſo far ſtrayed into 
the wilderneſs that nothing but his ſhoulders can 
bring us back? Then how great are our obliga- 
tions to him for his kind interpoſition in our be- 
half, and with what thankfulneſs ſhould we em- 

brace his free ſalvation. . He came himſelf to 
deliver us out of the hands of our enemies. His | 
mercy finds us out, while we are lying in our 
blood. His mercy pities us, ſpares us, and for- 
gives us. His grace preſerves us, and his power 
protects us. There is no good in any of our 

fallen race but what flows from him, If any of 
us be found ; it is He, who came after vs, took 
us up in his arms, and layed us on his ſhould- 4 
ers, If any ous are, enabled} oy narfenegy in 
the path of dy K r Ai us the grace 
of perſeyerance. Were we left to ourſelves, V 
ſhould (till fall into fin and run into many kinds 
of danger. For, if Adam in a ſtate of innocency 
could not reſiſt a powerful temptation ; how | 
could we, his corrupt deſcendants, withſtand the 

allurements of the world, the fleſh, and the devil, 
unleſs we were every moment kept by the mighty 
power of God. Ard herein lies the difference 
between Adam and us: he had not the grace 
of perſeverance; but we have. Our good ſhep- 
herd, when he finds/us, lays us on his own /ſhould- 
ers. O let this conſideration. roch every 
poor ſinner to repent and come to 
Indeed, my friends, he is fo 3 and. 
full of com that © @ bruiſed reed he 
« will not break, and ſmoaking flax he will not 
* quench.” O be as yielding clay in his hands, 
Be willing to be found by him. . Bp in foe. 0 
cep 


keep what you commit to him unto the great 
day. May his Spirit now enable every fin- con- 
vinced and helpleſs ſoul among you to make his 
ſhoulders your only Ray! I pray God that there 
way be none of you to Whim he ſhall thus Tpeak 
on another day, “ Becauſe I have called, and 
I Jo have refuſed: becauſe J have ſtretched 
e tt my hand, and no man regarded ; but yu 
%% have ſet at noaght all my counſel, and would. 
none of my reproof. I allo will laugh at 
«your, calamity, and mack when your fear 
* cometh.” Prov. i. 24, 25, 26. Shoulders imply 
ſtrength: and in this parable they repreſent the 
all- ſuffieiency of grace and merit that there is in 
Chriſt Jeſus to Juſtify the guilty and uphold rhe 
weak, He lis * the mighty God, and the ſtrong 
% Redeemer;” ſtrong to fatisfy divine juſtice; 
ſtrong to open the gates of heaven which fin had 
barred up; ſtrong to apply that ſalvation to 
'the ſoul, which he had bought with his blood; 
ſtrong to reſeue the prey out of the hands of 
the enemy, to defend it, when reſcued, from 
every evil, and to bring it through the agonies 
of death into eternal life Such are the" ſhould- 
ers of Jeſus Chriſt. ' And ob! how needfur are 
they not only for the rn ſinner, but "Hke- 
wile for the feeble believer. We cannot do with. 
out them. We ſtand in momentary need of them. 
And what enhances their value above all is, that 
they never fail us when we can lean upon them. 
Truſt them, poor ſoul. They will bear all the 
weight that thou canſt lay upon them. In Jeſus 
Chrit thou mayeſt be ſtrong, however weak thou 
att in thyſelf. In him thou mayeſt ſtand ; under 
him thou mayeſt fight, and through him thou 
att ſure to conquer. Yes, through him 
1 N « ſtrengthening 
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« ſtrengthening thee thou canſt do all things.” 
Phil. iv. 13. But here thou mayeſt be apt to lay, _ 
« alas! my corruptions are ſtrong and I can- 

« not withſtand them.“ Be it ſo: yet the blood 
of Jeſus Chriſt cleanſeth from all fin, and the 
efficacy of his grace can deſtroy. the power of the 
moſt prevailing luſts. Throw thyſelf upon his 
ſhoulders, and he will carry thee aloft ; far above 
the dregs of ſenſuality, and the mire of this be- 
witching earth. But thou ſtill ſayeſt, Oh! 1. 
« am afraid of death, and cannot get the maſtery 
over it. 1 have been all my life ſubject 0 
this bondage; and when I bring the thoughts 
« of my diſſolution near me, I am as full of 
« fears as ever.” Then thou haſt forgotten that 
the Lord Jeſus hath overcome death, and de- 
ſpoiled it of all its terrors. Hath he not ſaid, 
O death, I will be thy death.” Why. then 
ſhouldeſt thou be faint or diſheartened at any 
event that lies before thee ? is not the Lord Jeſus 
a preſent help in every ſeaſon of need? hath he 
not promiſed that his grace ſhall be ſufficient 
« for thee, and that his ſtrength ſhall be 1. 
fected in thy weakneſs?” 2 Cor. xii. 9g. And 
thinkeſt thou that he will deny thee dying 17 
for dying moments, when thy whole dependan 

is upon him? No: he will come to thee over all 
thy doubts. and fears, and enable thee,” While 
the cold ſweat is upon thee, and thy hrart- ſtrings 
are giving way, boldly to ling, © O death, where 
is thy ſting! O grave, where is thy. victory! 
* I thank God for Jeſus, Chriſt. my Lord, in, 
* whom | can triumph over every foe.” Let not 
therefore your hands hang down, or your cou- 
rage fail under any trial. It is not Aaron and 
Hur, as in the caſe C Moſes, who hold you W. 
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but ĩt is the Lord from heaven. And he can 
hold you up at all times and in all circumſtances; 
in the hour of death and in the day of judgment. 
Nay, the more ſtreſs you lay upon him, the fir- 
mer will be your footing. He loves to be truſted. 
O make him your only ſtay in every ordinance 
and in every duty. When you feel a weakneſs ä 
in your hearing; in your reading; in your pray- 6 
ing; or in any thing that you do either for God 0 
or man: O lean at that time upon your beloved, 
juſt as a tender babe leans upon his mother's . 
breaſts, and ſay, O dear Father, carry me in 6 
thy boſom, or lay me on thy ſhoulders. 11 
« cannot walk. My heart is faint, and my 
«© knees do tremble.” Oh! I ſhall” fall 'down, I © 
* God of heaven, have mercy upon me, and 
fuffer not my feet to ſlide into fin. Hold thou 
„me up, that 1 may run in the path of thy 
* commandments.” Oh! were this your cry 
ho evil could approach to hurt you. No tender- 
hearted mother was ever more ready to take her 
fainting child into her boſom than the Saviour 
would be to lay you on his own: ſhoulders. 
© venture on him, that you may from your on 
experience know the ſecurity of thoſe whom he 
neg: and be able to join his people in glory- 
fying his name for his ſaving mercy and protect- 


ing grace. The call to believers is to praiſe him 
for what they enjoy, and to truſt him tor what is 
to come. Is Jeſus precious to your ſouls ? hath 
he kept you trom fainting when you have been 
much alarmed with inward conflicts and outward 
Ciſtreſs ? hath he ſuccovred you when you were 
tempted, and made way for your eſcape ? doth 
he ſtill ſupport you when you are aſſaulted and 
preſerve you from falling? Then with 2 , 
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WE: 
fulneſs proclaim your great Deliverer's praiſe. 
Say to the glory of his 2 The Lord is 
« our ſhepherd, who ſhields us from every dan- 
« ver and delivers us from every. evil. His 
« ſhoulders are the place of our ſecurity. And 
« ye ſtand as much · in need of them as et. 
« Were he to leave us to ourſelves, we ſhould 
« ſoon be overcome by our remaining corrup- 
„tions. As Eve, when ſhe ſaw the fruit of the - 
tree of knowledge, and Achan when he had 
« faſtened his eyes on the wedge of gold, had 
no power to reſiſt the temptation or to refrain 
their hands from the forbidden object: ſo 
« ſhould we be caught by every bait and en- 
© ſ\nared through our own folly, - unleſs the 
« keeper of Iſrael maintained a ſtrift watch over 
« us, and we were every moment preſerved as 
in a garriſon, not by our own prudence and. 
« ſtrength but by his mighty power. O hat 
« ſhall we render unto the Lord for all the be- 
* nefits which he hath beſtowed upon us!“ 
Why, join iſſue with the Pſalmiſt and fay, '* we 
* will receive the cup of falvation, ' and call 
upon the name of the Lord.“ Pal. cxvi. 
3, 14. D 

hut ſecondly, Were they all loſt and gone 
afray into the wilderneſs, who. ate brought - 
nim back on the ſhoulders of the Lord Jefus Chriſt? 
tis Mihcn we need not deſpair of the recovery of 
ny poor ſinner, while he is on this fide of hell. 
David reſcued the prey from the paw of the 
on and out of the tuſks of the bear. And 
greater than David, even the Saviour of the 
lt and periſhing, hath often ſnatched his choſen 
nes, not only from the mouth, but as it were 
em the paunch of the devil, as he N 1 
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Jonah from the belly of the whale. Have you 
therefore, my brethren, a child, a brother, a re- 
| lative, or a friend, who is ſeek ing death in the 
error of his ways? O give him not over as quite 
loſt. While there is life, there may be hope. 
Far as he may have wandered into the devious 
paths of ſin, and faſt as he may be hampered in 
the ſnares af the devilz, the good ſhepherd can 
looſe him and bring him back on his own ſhould- 
ers rejoicing. O ſpread his caſe before the mer- 
cy-ſeat, and beg hard for his ſpeedy and effectual 
converſion, And who knows but that God will 
hear you and grant you the life, the eternal life 
of your brother or friend. God hath faid, * 1 
„vill ſeek that, which was loſt: I will bring 
„again that which was driven away: and 1 will 
„ bind up that which was broken.” Ezek. xxxiv. 
16, O plead this promiſe before your heavenly 
Father. Perhaps he may ſay unto you, “ Ye i 
„ unto thee, even as thou wilt.“ | 

Again thirdly, If believers come out of the 
wilderneſs leaning upon the ſhoulders of. Jeſus 
Chriſt : then their ſalvation is certain, and nothing 
can diſannul or endanger it. The“ exceeding 
„ greatneſs of his power” enſures their ſafety. 
O believer! know, and improve thy privileges. 
The name of Jeſus is a name that is above every 
name, and the power of Jeſus is a power that 
is above every power: ſo that be thy wants ever 
lo great, and be thy trials ever ſo alarming; 
ſtil] thou mayeſt find in him a ſure anchor tor 
thy ſoul, and a never-failing ſupply of every need. 
ful comfort. As he faith, look unto me and 
« be ſaved:“ fol ſay, look unto him and be 
* ſtrengthened.” How fares it with thee, my 
brother ? doth thy heart tremble at che meu 
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Or principalities and powers? Name tlie name of 
Chriſt, and they will all ſhripk, into e 


is above them 3 othing ever could, and 
nothing HE bait 20 e ehen ſoul, while 


It loves Jeſus, and can make his, name a firang 


tower, into which it may enter and be ſafe. 
In the läſt place of all, we may learn from what 
hath been aid, that where our Lord layeth any 
poor ſingers upon bis ſhoulders, he works a change 45 
in their hearts, and brings them back from the 
wilderneſs into Which they had ſtrayed.” They. ate 
men of andther'ſpirit from! what they uſed to be. 
being thKen from off their own legs and layed 
upon his ſhoulders, hey go on reoicing in tbe 
path of duty; | The fir Tf tick oinrs is. de- 
died by the Arminians, and the laft is difcarded 
with ſcorn by the Antinomians. But 1 ſhall en- 
deavour with divine help to verify them both. 
la the firſt act of the Spirit upon bur fallen ſouls, 
he neither cuts off our legs nor makes uſe of 
them, but he takes us and lays us on the ſhoald- 
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but they were ſuck as could not ſupport! her, 
or elſe ſhe would ſtill have run away from” the. 
ſhepherd* and roamed farther" and farther into 

the wilderneſs. But ſhe had now loſt her mente 
and was glad to be carried back into the fo, 
where ſhe might have her bruiſes” healed," ahd 

be ſupplied in green paſtures with” ſuch'/freth 
vigour from day to day as might 48. Bok 
> run about like the reft of the herd. Thus 
ire we found by our good ſhepherd weak and 
ounded ; entangled in the briars of this world. 
ind without either ſtrength or inclination to 
eturn unto God. And were he only to reſtore 
$ to the uſe of our limbs, we ſhould make 
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ers of Jeſus Chriſt. The ſtrayed' ſheep had legs, 
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no other uſe of them but to run away from him 
who had healed ns as faſt as we could. I need 
employ no other argumept but my own woeful 
experience to make my own vile heart give cre- 
dit to this truth. If the Lord had me to 
myſelf, after he had called me by his grace and 
bound up my wounds, I ſhould ſoon have per- 
verted my renewed ſtrength to ſtray again into 

the wilderneſs and to purſue the crooked. paths 
of Gn. But he, who found us, layed us on 
his own ſhoulders; united us to himſelf by an 
union that cannot be diſſolved, and grants u 
privilege to lean upon him as his bride till 
he hath brought us from this deſert, to our eter: 
nal home. And now being made one with the 
Saviour by faith, we gather freſh ſtrength each 
day from that union, even as the woman derived 
virtue from the hem of his garment, and arc 
enabled to walk before him in newneſs of life. 
We have no old or inherent ſtrength, but ar 
2 ſtrong in the grace that is in Chriſt Jeſus, 
and which is every moment communicated to 
us, to actuate us and keep us in the way of hs 
commandments. So kind and condeſcending ! 
this good Samaritan, that he gives us the x 
wine of his kingdom to revive and. cheer c 
hearts when we are drooping, and pours upon u 
the rich oil of his grace to ſtrengthen, us for dut 
and to render every. crofs eaſy unto us. Thus i 
cuts down the Arminian and the Antinomian i 
our ſouls at one blow, and leaves us no roo! 
to harbour pride or to indulge ſloth. To ol 
be glory and dominion. for ever. Amen. 
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For an War, went down at a certain ſeaſon into 
the peol, and troubled the water: whoſoever then 
, firſt, after the troubling of the water, ſtepped in, 
was made whole of whatſoever diſeaſe he bad. 
And a certain man was there, which had an in- 
firmity thirty and eight years. When Feſus aw 
bim lie, and knew that he had been now a long 
time in that caſe, be ſaith unto Bim, wilt I bon 
be made whole 72 impotent man anſwered hj 
Sir, I have no man, when the water is troubled, 
ts put me into | of * but while I am coming 
another ſteppeth down before me. Teſus faith 
unto him, Te take up thy bed, and w 
immediately the man was made whole, and 2 
up bis bed, and walked, a 


HOUGH the jevidh hiſtorians kive been 

very laviſh in their praiſes of Jeruſalem, 
ind have taken great pains to celebrate its va- 
nous curioſities ; yet the pool of Betheſda ſeems 
to have eſcaped their notice, or to be mentioned 
n a very flight and curſory manner. And pro- 
badly their reaſon for ſuch ſilence or inattention 
to one of the chief glories-of the rage was this : 
they muſt have looked upon this pool, where 
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ſo many cures were performed on the diſeaſed, 
as an eminent Prognoſtic of the Meſſiah's com- 
ing while it retained its virtues; ſo becauſe it loſt 
its efficacy when Jeſus of Nazareth appeared in 
our world and thereby gave a plain intimation 
that it was He who was come and no other 
ſhould. he expected, they, ſtubborh in thei 
prejudices and unwilling to yield to the force of 
truth, choſe to ſtifle or diſguiſe the account of it 
rather than record it, leſt they ſnquld give a freſh 
proof of bat which they were ſtill reſolved to 
deny. Joſephus ſtiles this pcol the lake of $6 
lomon. This King had many ſuch. pools. as he 
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tells us, Eccleſ. ii. . But this was likely to, be 
the chief, as it lay at the back of the temple and 
was a kind of hoſpital for the ſick and maimed, 
This 'Bethe/da or houſe of mercy was ſituated at 
the back of the temple to ſignify and point put 
that the weak and needy believer hath no « ber 
ſupport in the world but the back of his God 
It was on. his ſhoulders that the good ſhepherd | 
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carried home the loit ſheep. The back or (hould- k 
ers are the ſtrongeſt. parts of the body, and re- K 


preſent the ſecurity as well as the ſtability of the 
{aints. Be they ever fo feeble: in themſelves, M <. 
there is in Chriſt Jeſus an all- ſuſſiciency of even 

race e for their immediate uſe; 
wiſdom to direct them and ſtrength, to uphold + 
them. Behold! the! Lord God wil come with : 
« a ſtrong hand, and his arm ſhall rule for him.” 
Ta. Kl. 10. And oh! if he could perform ſuch 1; 
wondets with” bis Fnger that the magicians dt 
Egypt were forced to cry out, * thisas the fin- * 
„ger of God:“ what feats may he not perform 
with his arm; his all- powerful arm? Take cov 
rage then, O afflicted or dilmayed foul. * * 
an een bs | 2 3 1 all 7 
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Kd, haſt;a nohle ſoundation laid in Zion for ch. hope, 
n Tbou haſt no juſt cauſe ig feat. Jeſus Chriſt is 
" thy Almighty Saviour. And he will not leave 
n thee or forſake thee, till he hath fulfilled in thy 
believing heart all the purpoſes of his grace, He 
will carty thee on his own, and not on another 
gr ſhoulders. The kings;of the earth commit their 
„ wborthens to cheir dependents, as; Moſes aſſigned a 
ſhare of his government to ſome! choſen men in 
Iſrael, Exod. xviii. 25. But the God of Iſrael will 
Bo entruſt. his charge to the keeping of others. 
; No: He takes it all upon himſelf; and if 
be D weans or inſtruments be nerdful to carry on 
" 1 15 deſigns, he will lay both his people and the 
pF inſtrument of their deliverance upon his on 
back, that he may enſure their ſafety, While he 
reſerves the whole glory of it to himſelf. Thus 
0 this pool was placed at the back of the temple to 
"WH intimate that all its efficacy proceeded from that 
God who dwelled in the temple; It was a place 
of much, reſort z, ſpreounded- with cloyſters or 
covered walks, in Which a great mukitode of im- 
potent folk lay, waiting for the moving of che 
water. To this receptacle of the blind, halt, 
Vi and withered,” the great Phyſician condeſcend- 
Tl e ee e 
that NE might. reſtore a poqt cripple ſo the ue 
e his limbs, bo; had been here Janguiſhing Br, 
bear forty. years. And, oh l. may 1 intreat;yatirs 
„ candid; attention, my friends, Ahilen I enlarge a: 
of little upon the ſeveral circumſtances of. this-mira-» 
culous cure, and conclude by inviting all che diſ- 
caſed im this aſſembly to come unto Jeſus or cat / 
lealt to lift yp their cry vnto bim chat he may! 
work the like cure in each, of their ſouls. Qt 
now there may be, a life, troubling; of ache Mater 
in out hearts, that the angel of the covenant may 


— 


L 38: J. 


heal our wounds, and ſtrengthen, us to walk: be. 
fore him in newneſs of life? 

We are told © that an angel went down at F n 
&« certain ſeaſon into the pool :” and lo when he i 
touched the water, he impregnated it with fuch WW « 
virtues as would “ heal all manner of ſickneſs b 
e and all manner of diſeaſe.” This water is an Wl « 
expreſſive emblem of the blood of Jeſus Chriſt, N e 
which not only heals all ſpiritual maladies upon an 
earth, but preſerves the ranſomed and renewed ha 
ſout for ever in a ſtate of health in heaven. The ou 
rich man in the parable wanted but a drop of his 
water: and indeed if he could have obtained but tal 
a drop of this water from heaven, it might have 
been not only ſufficient to aſſuage his pains and 
n_—_ bis torments, but enough to quench: * 
everlaſting flames of hell. 

It was “Tan angel,” that went down to che 
pool. Theſe are miniſtering ſpirits which ſerve 
the heirs of promiſe. And ſo good and gracious 
is the God of angels, that he commands them to 
bear us in their hands,“ bear us in their hands 
and not on their ſhoulders, even as a nurſe carries 
her ſucking child in her arms. We cannot con- 
ceive what benefit we derive from their miniſtry: 
but this we know, that the feripture ſeldom men- Ein o 
tions any great tribulation, in which the children Ideec 
ot-God are exercifed and embarraſſed upon earth, Nof h 
without" raking notice at the ſame'rime that an Fin t 
angel was ſent from heaven either to comfort or lyhic 
deliver them. Abraham and Jacob—Petct and 
Paul had frequent viſits from angels when they 
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were in diſtreſs, and received much conſolation . of 

| trom their meſſage, Nay, the Son of God him-F* fo 
th 


ſelf is ſaid to be! * ſtrengthened by them“ When 
hy we id'an agony in the garden. Oh! the 2 
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ever pities and ſends relief to his people when they 
are perſecuted, afflicted or oppreſſed. Their trials, 
like a loadſtone, attract his regard, and bring down 
mercies from aboye. Hence the apoſtle ſaid in 
the name of all ſuffering Chriſtians - We glory 
in tribulation.” Rom, v. 3. For, as the flame 
burns briſkeſt in the faggot that is moſt trodden 
down, ſo the power of the Lord operates moſt 
elfectually in the hearts which are moſt humbled 
and kept down. When we are quite helpleſs and 
have no hope but in him, he ſtands forth to take 
our part and to work our deliverance, either by 
his own immediate act, or through the inſtrumen- 
tality of his holy angels. ca RT: e hgt 
While the impotent folk were waiting at the 
pool of Betheſda, an angel went down at a certain 
ſeaſon,” „and troubled the water.“ This trou- 
bling yr commotion of the water was intended to 
e give notice to the poor patients of his deſcent, that 
e they might make haſte to profit by it. It would 
as have little availed them that the angel was come 
to down into the pool, if they had no warning of his 
ds ¶ approach. Hidden treaſures are of no uſe, They 
es Wl muſt be known and enjoyed, before we can be the 
n- ¶ better for them. ſe things, which are re- 
y: © vealed, belong unto us.“ Hence God is pleaſed, 
n- 


n- in order to fix our attention on any of his mighty 
en deeds to uſher them in with ſome remarkable diſplay 
th, Jof his mighty power. He gives us ſome ſigns either 
an Yin the heavens above or in the earth beneath, by 
or v hich he would prepare us to obſerve hisfoorſteps or 
nd io improve his grace, Thus it was told David, that 
* when he heard the ſound of a going in the tops 
of the mulberry- trees, he ſhould beſtir himſelf: 
for then the Lord would go before him to ſmite 
the hoſt of the Phiſiſtines.“ 2 Sam, v. 24. So 
e 
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there was anoiſe or a ſhaking among the dead bones, 
before they came together bone to his bone,” 
el. xxxvii. 7. He firſt alarms us and then faves 
ve. From all which we may learn that faith com- 
Feth by hearing—by attending to the voice of God 
in his word or in the courſe of his providence, 
be ear is the door, at which the Lord uſu- 
ally knocks, when he comes in mercy either to 
awake his people out of their dead ſtate: or to 
heal their backflidings. And oh! how often 
doth he call upon them to © hear his word,” and 
command them, as they regard his favour ot 
would expect his help, to be attentive to his call 
and obedient to his voice. He, who hath 
ears to hear, let him hear,“ was a frequent 
ſaying in our Saviour's mouth. Seeing thetefate MW , 
that there are ſo many exhortations in the Bible ;; 
to © hkar the word of the Lord:“ how can a7 c 
perſons, who are ſtiled Chriſtians, be remiſs in I o 
this duty, or backward “ in the n of 
« themſelves together?“ Perhaps they may think IJ «: 
that they have found out a, way of going to. 
heaven without hearing the goſpel. : But the h. 
apoltle, Paul knew nothing of ſuch a way. Hel g. 
could not conceive, ©, how any could believe jn 
Him of whom they had not heard.” Rem. x. 
14. O then let none deceive themſelves,  as.1t 
any thing could excuſe them from Nang upon 
the Lord in, the great congregation, - There 
hath ꝓromiſed to de found by every ſeeking ſoul. 
O loſe no opportunity of hearing, the word of 


goſpel-grace, while you have it. Perhaps yo 
may ede pere a great deatth of it. It. 
not market-da 


8 — 


r 


| y on every day of the week. No 
is it a fair-day throughout the whole year. Pef 
haps the day of thy viſitation, poor finner, L.. 


1 * 


be but ſhort. The goſpel may be withdrawn 
from thee, when thou art juſt beginning to have 
a lictle, reliſh in hearing it. The ſhops may be 
es ſhutting, when thou art juſt going to buy the 
n. oil of grace. Or, if the market ſhould not be 
ol Wl cloſed, and the candleſticks ſhould not be remove} 
et the flower of the fair may be over; and 
lu- the truths, which thou doſt hear to-day, thou may- 
10 i eſt never any more hear in ſo plain and convinc- 
ing a manner. Never any more may they come 
ten ſo home to thy heart with the powerful energy 
nd of che Holy Ghoſt. Beſides, if thou ſhouldeſt 
ode {pared to the evening, and the means of grace 
call ſhould abide in equal cflicacy to thy foul yet 
ah che purchaſe of them may be much dearer then 
ent than it is now, They may coſt thee thy liberty, 
orc and perhaps thy life. Though thou haſt now 
idle W the privilege to worſhip God according to thy 
an conſcience, yet thou mayeſt ſtill. live to fee the 
un old tragedy acted over again, and to hear the 
4 ot dread, command. Chriftiagos ad leones. Cait 
Wok + the Chriſtians to the lions, or thruſt them to 
OW the flames.“ Hcar therefore, my brethren, - 
me bcar for your lives, while your day of grace laſts. 
He Be diligent hearers. Be attentive hearers. Be 
ec I" praying hearers. But after all, do not reſt in 
n, che bare act of hearing. The alarm. of the word 
a8 Us only intended to give you notice of the deſcent 
upeaß of the Saviour. It is his preſence: and power 
which muſt make whole. Aan 
When the angel deſcended into the pool of 
Betheſda and troubled the water, there was but 
one diſeaſed perion healed at a' time. And many 
may be here led to think, that the foundation is 
too large for ſo {mall a building, or that there js 
a neg; of 9, eee 
'* n . - va 
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one cure. And indeed it may ſeem ſo at fitſt 
view, as God can with equal caſe reſtore millions 
to health as he can reſtore one: and it requited 
the fame exertion of his mighty power to heal 
one ſick perſon, who is a li:tle world in hitmfef, 
as to heal many worlds. But you muſt: knoy, 
my friends, that in thoſe days it was a barren 

and unfruitful ſeaſon. The mercy of God di. 
ſtilled as yet but in ſcanty ſhowers to water 
and refreſh. this guilty earth. Before and atethe 
coming of the Meſſiah, prophecy had: entireh 
ceaſed, and there was but this one pool at 
Betheſda left to bear witneſs that God had not 
quite deſerted his people. And here ſome ſmall 
intimations were given of the approaching plenty, 
juſt as a few large drops of rain precede a thun- 
der-ſtorm. In years of ſcarcity our bread 1s 
doled out to us by ſhort weight: but after 4 
ptentiful harveſt, we are not ſo ſcrupulous about 
the turn of the ſcales. So before the Lord en- 
Tiched our world with his bodily preſence, his 
faving grace was but ſparingly meatured ollt t 
our fallen race: but when the year of jubilee 
came which crowned all the reſt, his, divine 
bounty began to flow abroad in copious ſtreams, 

and “ virtue went out of him which healed all' 
the maladies both of the body and the mind. 
When the water was troubled, the firſt 4*who 


was wrought, Thus it is in the ſalvation ef oo 
ſouls. When the Lord ſhews us our miſery, tt 
works a readineſs in our wills, which we had not 
before, to receive mercy. We" hear of ir Wil 
21 FRY 
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ſclf. a ppkeatiod, and Are enbled to embrace it 
with thankfulnefd, B faith we plunge" into the 
red ſea of r ng blood with all our maladies 
about us, and there we leave them! Our Wads 
drop NN I 'is waſhed away! "While 
we are ſins, we are frerly pardened 
and 1 rst ih the beloved, God beſtows 
his gtace upon us chen we are{quite vriworthy 
of it, or elſe it wouldibe ne mote grace but 
vhe n- he hath been! plealed:toimplane tis grace 
in us, it is not to lie dotmant there but to bean 
ative rinciple within vs; ſtirring us up to be 
neither barren nor hnfrutfel in the knowledge 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt? and ſtrepgthening 
us to run wit Patience the lruce that is ſet᷑ be- 
« ford us; to lay hd: len eternal "life, and to 
« appreliend cat for which we are alſo a | 
* hended- of Chiilt Jeſus.“ They, who mini- 
ter unte the Lord imfbenveng are ſaid to be 
« ſpirits and # flaming Bre.“ Hfaleciv. 4. And 
they, Who ſerve him upon arch, are —— 
grace made ſo lively- and nimble in his ſervice, 
hat their feet - hardly touch the ground. They 
re compared to i clb,,jc/hich, though it can- 
not move of it ſelf, yet flies on rapid wings; when 
t is ſer in motion and impelled by the wind- S 
believers, notwirhſtanding the readineſs of their 
gifts. have ſtill need to have their miſſion re- 
newed Froth da ay to day, and to "ery with-the pro- 
bet 0 Wy a I: Tens me. Iſa. vi. 8. The 
„ fff} who ſtepped foto che pool, was müde 
Whole.“ But v0 will ſay, doth there not 
ſeem to de babe bote degree af partially? 

how eobid they, Wh were lame, def ne - 

their ſtrengrhy and were pining with diſeaſe, 
F : d& ſo alert ao catch che golden a 
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<< thoſe, whoſe diſeaſes. were not ſo dehilita 
<, or of ſo long a ſtanding? It is — op 
the young and the {lightly afflicted had great) 
* the advantage over the old and decrepid, ior 
elſe this man had omar lain at the; pol ter 
dear forty, years. ., ow, how, can this legmugg 
© partiality, be accopnted for?” I ganngt tell; ne- 
leſe it be by expoling the faults of his peighboun, 
who would not aſliſt him to go into the water, 
This is the manner af men, here grace, u 
not predominatct. They are ſtill like gab, 
which are ſoon ſwelled and as ſoon fink. Ther 
are friends enough where proyidence ſmiles: but 
Where it begins to Jour, their numbers -lefien 
apacc. Many will turn to the dial, When. the (un 
mines upon it: but all will paſs hy, it, * it 
rains, or when. the ſky is covered, with 
.S0 when, we are poor or ſick; gs am 
thieves, wha. have wounded, and half killed us, 
there is none but the good Samaritan, he wil 
ſucgour and gelieve us. It is He, ho in, the 
thor and giver of very bleſſing, that we £nycj 
or hope to inherit. Health and wealth, grace 
and glory are all communicated to us through 
his bountiful hands: and though he may ſome 
times give and ſomꝑtimes take away thoſe mei 
cies which we want, pet he may ſtill lay unto 
— — foreſt bereavements, as he ſaid uno 
pros labourers of old, friend, 1 do thee. nd 
« wrong,” Matt, xx. 23. Still all. his dealing 
wich us on this ſide of hell arc abundant in god 
neſs and truth, For, it hach never yet ber 1 
bad. with any of us, but hat it might, have hee 
Mull worſe. O. let us bgcver R * 
— be it ever ſo Aiſtreſſin he Engin 
orgivenchs car 1 
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ins but Aeta, - Ude aft Sur diktreſſes g to 
Jeſus Chriſt, and hever be afraid that his love 
vill fail u ett that che ſprings of his grace Nu 
be exhat ed or dried up. N 
When our Lord went to the's — of Betheſda, 
« 2 certain/than was there; who had an inſirmity 
thirty and eight years.“ This was a long time 
vo lie in chat Jangaiſhmg- condition, and to wait 
* cure, A much ſhorter ſpace” would have 
put mad orherz quite out of heart, and had ſent 


them! hom to heh 1 — Elijah, ohe the 
Lord's prophet eco frame of 
Si from the rage of Jeze- 


mind while he 
bel, K 245 wilhed for death as. he lay under 
the jbmißef kee. And yet Eis tals had" net 
ſalted Ping!“ Job, © the optis be! man, was To 
priey6rif depfeffed by his Abend, W . his 
ire adyiſed? him toe 2 and die, countin g 
*-11 bort death better ih 3 lingering innefs: at 
yet Job was e fo ay eee eiglit years. 
bor the n y text bopred under his 
W infirmities for that length pf ti And well 
| pi ee kth hen his 
as Bf 


OW cilimity wass 1 wc 2 40d 4c great 

b. ir was lohig. “ Bas hog A pig 
too beer t pve too gtent a length 

Did I anſwer it was not becauſe" God Hated” = ol 

intended His hurts" that het was foffered thus to 

lang uifh' — Büt becauſe; long IImeſs, when 

It 15 1 ee an N met. 

eine not only it Purge out er ns but to 

kep off e Flue fn 00 s 

i Ueno much to 2 Ai 15 to 

prevent: then.” - Our hleſſed Sa reckons diſ- 

cafes” th be bonds“ And J ealſen his Ui- 

ſemper We ee Ma gs feet were 
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ſecured, 
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ſecured, and his“ dunghill a priſon. 1 Jo Xi, 
27. And indeed no compariſon could be 
more juſt. The ſtubborn an Eren ſinner 
is imprifoned, when the great King os 2 
his bed, binds his hands — feet by fic 
will not releaſe him till he has brough 5 
to implead the act of grace that is paſſed in hy 
favour... Thus was this man tied by the heels 
for the ſpace of thirty, and eight years. Some 
will ſay when they are afflicted in body or vilited 
with lickneſs, I have caught cold; I have 
caught che fmall pox or the hkez” but the 
truth is, that theſe diſeaſes catch os... We ar 
the priſoners, and they are the jailors, which bind 
and watch us. By theſe fetters we are reſtrained 
from wickedneſs, or at leaſt from ru fo pre- 
cipitately, as we otherwiſe ſhould run, down the 
der vi wh kan peta "tet 


ſpirit. cc 1 


ing 2. 
faith he, « be thy advice, and bleſſed thou, 


who haſt kept me this day from coming i 
.< ſhed, blood; and. from avengiag myſelf d 
4 mige own hand.“ Su warn 33. So ſho 

we praiſe t e Ng. us in dur mat 
career, and by affliction 
or any 9 br, cher 


rs, — noi upon 
langyiſhing is 185 far from OS, the. en pe of 
Jultice, that it is often an aft of the; goa 
compaſſion and mercy to Mo . Let none 
. therefore be offended. at the conduct of che gien 


sere ſometumes ſeems 10 deal hard 2 
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ome of his people, and makes them to ſmart 
ng and ſeverely m_ _ * There is 
n abſolute neceffity for this ſeeming ſeventy. 
bey cannot do without it. Why howld'the”- 
udge releaſe the priſoner, when he ſees him pilfer- 
ng at his very trial in the court: If he Reals While 
- is fettered, and in the face of the tribunal of 
uſtice: how-much more villany would he commit, 

f he were at liberty, and had no human eye upon 
im? So God is often, as it were, obliged to 
rolong the ſufferings of his children on account 
of their previſhneſs and diſcontent under them: 
nd very good reaſon thete is for it, becauſe if 
hey are ſo much under the influence of ſelf · will 
hen the rod is upon them: how rebellious and 
fraftory would they be, if the rod was removed! 
ut you will fay, © how can any do evil, while 
their hands and feet are bound ?” Why, though 
e body may be bound, yet the mind may 
ill free to do. evil. And the fins of the mind 
re committed with much greater caſe than any | 
hers, How many fwords would an artiſt make 
a day, if he could finiſh them without either | 
ee, anvil, or hammer? Certainly he could fur- 
ih a whole army with them in a few hours. 80 
e fin of the, mind requires neither hands nor 
ct to ſet it in motion. It is as free and exten-/ | 
© as the thoughts or deviees ef the hearty” 
ck as a ſhower of hail, ' and numerous as the 
nds upon the ſea-thore. It s ever upon the 
1g; hard to be obſerved, and harder to be pre- 
nted; never fatisfied or ſaying, it is enough, 
ther fins may pall upon the | enjoyment qr de 
J afide moe . but the ſins or 5 mind 
n never be fully compaſſed er enjoyed, ' and 
refore they ate ever upon dhe ſtreteh ever 
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growing in their. demands, and ſtill leaping 
canine appetite; behind them, till chey are eithe 
conquered by ſovereign” grace or allayed by eter. 
nal torments. See then the reaſon Why we an 
afflicted or ſcourged for thirty and eight yean; 
it is becauſe our love of-fn: and diſlike of hpline 
continue ſo longio t ali n ban nene 
„When Jeſus ſaw, the man lie at the. pook 
7 and knew. that he had been now a long tim 
6 in that caſe,” he had pity. on him, and foc 
reſtored him to health. pl is no {mall-marter f 


a man to caſt his eye upon the diſtreſſed Rate d 


the poor, becauſe che eye may ſometimes ae 
the heart. the one is caught, the och“ 
may melt. When we behold, the; ſores. of M 5 
needy and the ill uſuge of the oppreſſed, they t 
are apt to trouble us and to excice ohr con 
paſſion. It is ſuppoſed that Pilate had this # 


view. when he . preſented the dear ,Jeſus in i 
mork robe and bloody hue: to the, fers, lay) 
behold the, man.!”, But they: ſhyt- their. . 
and turned their faces from him, crying: au 
< with him! away, with him!“ If they had fd 
ened their attention upon him, and had delih 
rately examined him from head to foot, 1 ſhoil 
think that. the ſight muſt have ſoftened the 
hearts, obdurate as. they were and impege tin 
as a rock of adamant. But they would not n 
at him, leſt; their bowels; ſhould. yeann, ten 
him, and their, malice ſhould abate. | ic pd, 
realon, | why the wants of the ,deſtiture;,arc 
maſt frequently relieved in our daysy-18 bect 
the ich, N ſeg their miſery. T hough | 
angel, e 270 ent; from .hegyen, to 
ACT . da, yet Ko e under bag a 
mit Cos aol on ry gars :, and 


him. Oh! when our neceffitics ate af arent, 
they ſpeak for us when we are ſilent. zzarus © 


had but deigned to caſt an eye upon him. Lord, 
let a ſight of my wretchedneſs and ſpiritual ma- 
ladies incline thy loving heart to commiſerate and 
ſuccour me] At Babel or the confuſion of tongues ' 
it was the loudeſt voice that prevailed: but with 
the Lord it is he, who holds his * „that 
generally ſucceeds, Exod, xiv. 14. The compaſ- 
ſionate Saviour anticipates the prayers of his peo. 
ple, as we may learn from the text. Before ever 
the fick man implored his help or aſked for 
hralth, ** Tefus faid unto him, wilt thou be made 
„whole?“ Thus he called to our firft parents 
after the fall, while they were fleeing from him 
and hiding themſeſves among the trees of the 
garden. He gave them a promiſe of deliver- 


ſtilt found of thoſe who ſeek him not. He is 


it: or, like a loaded tree that bends its branches, 
when its fruits are ripe, that they, who paſs by, 
may pluck them off and eat. Tes, as the 
apple · tree among the trees of the my ſo is 
my beloved among the ſons,” Cant. ii. On 
the part of heaven, our  defire” may be fulkifled, 
and our hope ſhall not be dee n Bur then 
Jeſus muſt have dur will, ſuch as it is. Hence 
he ſaid to the impotent man, wilt thou de 
made whole? Were there two perſons fold 4 
ſlaves to one many” — one of them was deſir. 
us 


BY * 
likely that he would have Yied/2bere6f his diſeaſes? - 
if the Lord Jeſus had not come himſelf to beal k 


had no need to beg. His boils and ates: were! 
like ſo many tongues pleading for him, if Dives 


ance before ever they deſired it. And oh! be i: 


like a ſpring of clear water by the way · ſide, that 
invites che thirſty traveller to come and dtink at 


1 


| 


' 
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| 
| 
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ous to be freed from his bondage, while the 
other refuſed to accept of his freedom; the. laſt 
would certainly have none but himſelf to blame 
for the continuance. of his captivity. And the 
former, who delired his diſc harge, would not be a 
whit the better for his deſire, unleſs the maſter 

as pleaſed to grant him his liberty. So it is 


| — us in a ſpiritual ſenſe. We have all, like 


* Iſrael, deſtroyed ourſelves: but our help is in 
God.“ Hef. xiii. 9. And though it is not the cauſe 
of our ſalvation, yet it is a very good ſign, when 
God gives us a will to deſire and ſcek for deliver- 
ance from our ſpiritual ſlavery. O that we were as 
earneſt for the ſalvation of our ſouls, when we are 
enſlaved by lin, as we are for the recovery of our 
bodily health, when we are pining with, ſickneſs! 
But — the deſire of natural 1 is far more 
powerful in us all than the deſire of a ſpiritual 
and eternal life. Be our ſituation ever ſo ynealy, 
and be our circumſtances ever ſo diſtreſſing, yet we 
do not want to leave this earth. There 1s always 
ſomething in it which courts our ſtay; . This 
man, who. had lain languiſaing at the pool of Be- 
theſda for near N years, was ſtill willing to 
live. He doth. not beg for his diſmiſſion, but 
rather complains that he . hath. no, friend to help 
him to a cure. And. we do not read that the an- 
cient patriarchs counted their time too longy, when 
2 lives were extended much beyond the pre- 

ent date. Though Jacob was an * man, yet 
when Pharaoh queſtioned, him concerning his age 
he anſwered, Alen and, evil have the 5 40% 
« years of my life been.“ Gen. Xlvii. 9, An 
though Elijah. wiſhed for death while, he pn 
in a fit . yet he e from It, 


. when 


E * 6 
when the hand of Jezebel was àgafnſt Him. The 
Lord hath encompaſſed Paradiſe with a moſt im- 
pregnable fence, not only <* with a flaming ſword 
Which turns every way to keep the way of the 
« tree of life,” but with a guard of ſhining che- 
rubs, But why was all this formidable arma : 
ment againſt ſo timid and fainr-hearted a create 
as man? Oh! there was a tree in Paradiſe that 
could enſure life ro ſuch as did eat of its froit x - 

WM and to obtain this fruit, man, fearful man would 

bave ruſhed upon the edge of the ſword, or would 

bave ſtrove hard to paſs through fire ant water. 

Nay, though à weaker fence might have kept 

man out, yet it would not have been ſuffitiemt to 

kecp out Satan: and if Satan had plundered” this 
tree of its fruit, and had it in his power to beſtow 
life upon his followers or to ſecure them fra 
death; all the world would have gone after hith, 
from the love that they bear" ro rhis earch, Ad 
the repugnaney that they feel to leave it. Oha 

2 happineſs would it be fbr us all, if gur Affek- 

tions were as much dran out — 0 0 — 

15 they are ſer upon ng this tentporal 

0 gen ee Adee . Wel t the melt wh 

enduteth for ever, u we do for the meat Which: 

periſheth1 But ulas ! we are ull very dtficitfit In 

this reſpect. We love life: und yet We prefer a 

moment before etertiry:” Nom aftobilliting Je ft. 

that this man, after lying near forty feat t tHe 
pool of Betheſda ufd langui out a Hife thac 
was intle better chan à Jipgering, dearh; ſoul 
fill be fond-of” Ming, and Joch to thief" Site. 

faith he „ I have ho chat, When "the, iter , I 

* troubled, to put me into the pdol! bur White | 

Jam coming, another ſteppetf don before 

me.“ But why _ thou complain thut tHou 

| E 2 badf 
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hadſt no man to help thee ? why doſt thou not 
rather condemn thyſelf for putting ſo much con- 
fidence in ſuch a broken reed, and for expecting 
any great matter from man? He acts his part in 
diſappointing thy expectations. Such is man. 
Ile is deceit Nog: © abſtract. And haſt not thou 
: diſcovered thy weakneſs in truſting to deceit! 
Haſt not thou been rightly ſerved? Alas}. many 
are full of complaints againſt the world and its 
treachery, who never find fault with themſelves 
for their fooliſh attachment to ſuch, a treacherous 
world and ſecret dependence upon it. Do they 
155 know 5 2 * Denen 1608 
then can they ex that it will impart that 
y ood to „ it doth not poſſeſs itſelf! 
vith falſehood and never utters one word of truth, 
is not ſurcly to be believed. If we do at any 
time give him credit for what he faith, it is not 
he, but it is our own folly that deceives us. , Nay, 
"ſhould he ſometimes ſpeak the truth; deceitfully, 
that will only render him more dangerous, If. 
: 2 rophet or a_ dreamer of dreams aroſe in 
Ufrael, who gave a ſign or a wonder that he might 
ſeduce them after other gods, and that ſign c. 


Vonder came to paſs, that prophet or dreamer of 


dreams was to be put to death: but if the ſign 
or wonder did not come to paſs, he might Jive 
pp yoog. would.in that, ae [ies 3 
o er eglance to 8 ue „ , 1%) - 
15 4 liars can, 0 no hurt, becauſe 
none but madmen will hearken to them, Well: 
the world hath - „ liar for more than 1 
thouſand Jun: and I. do not ſee what. reaſon ue 
have; to, uppoſe that it will deal more honeſty 
with us chan wich any, of our predeceſſors... 
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We 


That pretended friend, who always puts us off 


i Te a 
no 


— read vor bills ws hall find that 


1 


a 
hayed the cheat with all who feed Upon 

long as we are in health, N en Nen o * 
on us and to promite us great ſupport : but when 
we ſicken and put it to 1 t it is fure to fall 
us in the hour of danger; juſt as the Amale kt 
maſter left his E pie vant behigd” hi 
« when be fell ſick”. 1 Sum. xxx. 13 (Tk. - 
{till the euſtotm of eh world : it Nase; chole be. 
hind, who cannot follow ir. But wich God it 
is not ſo: He takes up thoſe who are wounded 
and half-dead that he may xevive and heal the 
When they are abandoned by all others, he ty. 
nalizes his regard for them. When they are f 
and teady to periſh,” he lays them in his boſom 
that he may cheriſh and foſter them. Yes, bleſſed 
de his natne, when it is ſtraiteſt with us, there is 
moſt'enla with God. “ When dur father 
and mother forſake us, the Lord taketh us up.“ 
Pſal. xxvñ. io. When the world rejects us, God 
receives uy. When nature caſts us out, grace 
takes us in. When earthly'friends diſown vs, the 
friend of ſinners embraces 'us as the purchaſe of 
his blood and the heirs of his'kin „ When 
the young ravens are thruſt out of the neſt that 
they may ſhift for themſelves, the Lord himſelf 
doth not diſdain to feed 11 Pal. exlvil. 9. 
Where the world is moſt ſpari urs Got is 
moſt liberal. Thus in . * e h iidhing 


re ſcarce, they have abundance of phy Foal baths 


which under God, are à preſent remedy in many 


Wiiſcaſes, So our land in Wales i is far from ſop- 


plying us with that plenty of good things which 


e Engliſh ſoil produces: afd yer the hegyens 
reas open to us as to our 
ot . — E e 


TR bieten. 
Eye rhow, O weak 
2nd 
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and ſickly man, in the text? * I have no man 
«4. Hominem non habeo.“ Thou haſt no man! 
Bu thou haſt What is much better. Thou haſt 
a Saviour who pities thee, and is come to make 
thee whole. Nee a pes wy is 2 op- 
portunity. Much to this purpoſe is what is re- 
ade of Joſeph in the f yet chapter of Ge- 
neſis. Two long years did he wait to hear from 
Pharaoh's ſervant, to whom he had committed 
the 1 ment of his cauſe. All this time the 
Lord affered him to he in priſon, becauſe he had 
put his truſt in an arm of. fleſh. _ But as ſoon as 
4 was brought to ſay, I have no man:“ ſtraits 
way his deliverance.came, and the priſon doors flew 
open to him. When Daniel could obtain no fa- 
vour from men, but was ſealed down in the 
lion's den, the moſt High ſent his angel to pre- 
ſerve him, and to ſeal the lions mouths. The like 
mercy, was ſhewn. to the three worthies in the 
fiery furnace. And Moſes experienced the ſame 
paternal care from above, as he lay in, the bul- 
ruſhes, on the banks of the Nile. If therefore 
there be any of you who are ready to renew the 
complaint in the text and to ſay, I- have no 
„ man, &c.“ Jet me direct you to the dear Lord 
Jeſus, and adopt the words of Pilate, ſaying, 
« ecce homo behold the man who can heal 
your every, malady, and ſave you from all your 
« ſins. O look unto this man, poor ſouls, and 
he will make far more haſte to ſuccour and 
« deliver you than any of thoſe bleſſed angels, 
1% who come flying upon the wings of the wind.” 
O dear, dear Jeſus! there was no man that pitied 
thee or ſhewed thee any favour in the days of 
thy fleſh, But in-thee we found a man, when 
thou didſt aſſume our nature, who was willing 1 
nne 
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ſhed his blood and lay; dewn his life even for his 
enemies. Behold i thou art Hen ho manifeſteſt 
thy love; 32 who —.— —_— 
will to thee... O may thy pure ang expenſive love 
win our hearts, to thee, and bow our. ſtubborn 
wills into humble · ſubjection to thy nn 
may WE look unto. thee” and tbe ſaved la gocvae 


in my text, and he 


him, “ ariſe, take up thy bed and walk”: and fuch 
efficacy, acco nied his words that the poor 
cripple” indem obeyed him, and was made 
whole, The uſual method with the fick is to 
recover gradually, after their pains; e, 
and the violence of their diſorder begins to 


diately regovered from his long illneſs, © took 
« up his bed and walked.“ Hence we may 
learn that Gd can convert à ſoul in a moment; 


and enrich the needy with the graces of his Spi- 


the world He ſaid. let there be light: and 


ſouls, He gives the command, and it is done. 
Where he ſets his love, he diſcoyerrir by its im- 
mediate. effects. There is a preſent death unto 
in, and there is a preſent new-birth unto righte- 
oulneſs, When our Lord informed Martha 
* that her brother mans rife again; ſhe 
thought that it would ſome very diſtant 
period, or on the great reſurtection-· morm: but 
he ſoon convinced her that his love was not ſo 
low in its operations, and that her brother 
ſhould even in that hour be raiſed from the grave: 
It was a ſaying: of Chry/oftom that*+ unſkilfv 
| „ phliyſiciang 


28 8. 8 K 3 „n mA 


ſide: but it is not ſo with this man. He imme 


When, no man would, play the diſtaſed perſon | 
could ge, no proſpect of de- 
liverance from any other geerter, wn 94 ſaith unto 


rit by one word ſpeaking. + In the creation of 


— 


there was light.“ In the renewal of our fallen 


| 
| 
| 


| 
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-« phyſicians ure no better than bute fers Who 
'« Fill cheir patients outright, and that ſuch & 
are moſt —— em are but botchets 
ho patch up our fleſhy tabernacle and try to 
„mend our rotten carcaſes that they may hold 
„ out as long as they can.“ But the bleſſed 
Saviour, as the head-maſter of all arts, performs 
all bis works effectoally and without delay. As 
the chief phyſician he made this mam Whole it 
once, ſo that he, who had been before 'feebk, 
was now wonderfully ſttegthened; and he, who 
had been before diſeaſed; was now perfectly 
healed, And that he might fatisfy all beholders 
that his cure was real and that he was reſtored 
to''a capacity of enjoying his bodily health, be 
took up his bed before them all, and walked; 
walked into the temple, that he might give God 
thanks for his recovery, and afford a good figh 
that his ſoul was well, May each of vs, whom 
the Lord hath reſtored to ſpiritual health, go and 
do ſo likewiſe | may we ** fin no more, left 1 
„ worſe thing come unto us!” O that we may 
take up our croſs daily, and be enabled as 

evidence of our converſion to walk in newnels 
of life! r 
HFere ſome may again object and ſay, © dot 
not our Lord ſeem to be niggardly in the 
« diftribution of his merciful cures, when out of 
ſuch a multitude of blind, halt, and withered 
he healed but one impotent man? Was not he 
too ſparing of his favours, when there were { 
many more, who were in great need of by, 
help?“ Wich regard to this point 1 muſt ob 
ferve that ſenſe is a very bad interpreter, and 5 
no means # competent judge both of the thing,. 
| which our Lord hath r, 

11 . 4 | | | W 


1 type of this, thelde, Nho can make; vou l 
60 whole at once. Fe Mat 


:no ould no more ſuffe 
ing} Slory 3 but be 
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which he left undone. Who deute ii. 5 
85 


whether the recovery of the other impatent fol 
who lay at the pool of ee ec 
been to their advantage or to their hurt? might 
not full health have proved mate detrimental to 
them than a lingering 4 might not the 
cure of their bodies hays ended in the ruin of 
their ſouls.? But Terrulljan aſſigns another reaſon . 
for our Lord's conduct in this reſpect, Which 
ſeems to be full to the purpoſe. and. ſatisfactory. 
He thinks cat 5 te ſe and efficacy af this Pol 
were now to ceaſe; ſo our Sax jour, y healing 
the moſt infirm and by ſetting him at liberty hof 
had lain longeſt there, would thereby give a plain 
intimation unto all the feſt, who were ſick, and 
waiting for the troubling of the Water, to leave 
the pool and. follow him that he wig cure all 
their maladies, The language of this miracle 
was this: * hear me, all ye expectants at Be- 
theſda, and let your fouls. live. If you, want 
health, ſtay no longer at this pool Waiting 
« for the troubling of rhe water for, /when 
the angel did deſcend for this N and 
« were. he, ſtill to continue his viſits. hither, no 
* more than one would be healed at a; time. 


but come unto me with all your: complaints 


about vou, and I. will reſtore you to health 


* and eaſe, In we you ſhall find che true ant. 


| hen gur Lord was come 
imſelf to be the ſole; phyſician of his people, he 
r this Betheſda. to fob him of 


nom lit vp 1 0h 7 
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- 
CY 


7 


1 But now the virtues of this pool are gone. „I 1x 
J have now. ſuperieded, all, its; ſanatiye ualities. 
© Spend- therefore no sf 1 your time here: 


| 
| 
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| Hoi it of all its virtues. And ſeeing we are ſl 
A er to fly for help to any one elſe rather than 
im, and to leun upon any thing 2 
even our heari ying, and communi 
— . 5 Lord, whe 7 of his hondur, 
and will not “ give his praiſe to graven images,” 
is conſtrained, as it were, to embitter alf o 
falſe reſts to us, juſt as the nurſe, ho would {Wir 
wean her child, puts wormwood to her -breaft, MW | 
that ſhe may render her milk diſtaſteful and un- Na. 
palatable. "He arains every well of creature- 
comfort, that he may lead us beyond aM'meat, 
and teach us to look unto Him alone for ſalva- 
tion. Becauſe Iſrael might think that there wu 
ſome inherent virtue in man or in gold, Moſes 
was ordered to ſet up a ſerpent and not à man; 
a ſerpent of braſs and not of gold, to which they 
might look and be healed, when they were bu. 
_ by the fiery ſcorpions. So the Lord fend: 
| wen, peck to h his goſpel but men; not 
| ten the poor; not the letter. xai 
= but fuch as have been 'deeply trained in 
ſchool of the croſs. Why ? That He may ſecui 
the whole glory of our falvation to himſelf, ; 
well as keep us from idolizing the inſtruments 
whom he employs. So in the Tacraments,” what 
are there to be found but water in bapkiſtn anc 
bread and wine at his table; not Elijah's feaſt buygcrc 
Liazares's fire ; not abundance but à erumb, 
crumb to het our appetite, that we may hunge! 
more for the bread of life. And why are te? 
often cold, heavy, and dead in our prayers, bu 
that we may be taught, that prayer is not ou 
ſalvation z but that ap ne Redeemer, - who quick 
ens, animates, and warms our fouls by his Spin 


in . Let me therefore now draw — 


r 


\ 


* 


1 


1 coneluſion by i inviting ſinners to come o 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt through and over every 
bing elſe; And may God Almighty, the Father of 
our Ladd Jeſus Chriſt, grant that a bleſſing fro 
above may accompan 1 what hath been, or al 
be yet ſpoken upon this ſubject... Js 
For your encouragement to come "boldly to a. 
Ar of grace conſider | 
The gracious nature of the Lord, and bis, 
* to ſhew mercy to the miſerable. Aliens. 


. y pick fomething here that ſuits their caſe. 
* What the ſeryants of Benhadad ſaid concerning 
14. Wie kings of Iſrael is infinitely more applicable to 
ras hc King of kings. We, haye heard,” ſaid * 
ſes MI" chat they are merciful Kings. 1 Kings xx. 

m; et none of you then ſay, n my unworthine! 


dn wercy:“ bur ſay rather, * my 


ſuch, that I dare not lift up my voice Be: 


guilt and mi- 


n (cry are ſuch, that 1 am conſtrained by ab- 
not {ol ute. neceſſity to look unto Jeſus. for. par. 


* ercy-ſeat, This was the courſe that David took 


don and peace, or to .periſh in my fins.” 
ou can beg nd though you: cannot purchaſe 
You-can receive mercy as a free-gift though 
u cannot merit it. Poverty, or a ſenſe, of want, 
noch not hinder a man from being N A ee 0 

t it qualifies him to be ſuch. 880! 3 
vur ſins ſhould not drive you from, but 10 #4 


den he laboured under deep convictions. In- 


el vumerable evils,” ſaith he, 0 me about: 
Mine iniquities have taken hold upon 
me, that I am not able to up: 2 


more in number than the hairs of my head, an 
ny heart faileth becauſe of them. Be plea 
erefare, O Lord, to deliver me. 0 Lark. 


: nake haſte to heip me, P/ak XI. 12, 1, A 


col enſe 


ſenſe of unworthineſs doth not utterly ſubvett 
every degree of confidence in God. The chil. 
dren of Iſrael in Iſaiah's day, though convinced 
of the greatneſs of their ſins, would not yet quite 
deſpair of having them forgiven. * Unclean 28 
« we are,” ſay they, and foathſome as filthy 
„ rags. as are all our righteouſneſſes, yet thou, V 
« Lord, art our father. Be not wroth very fore: 
4 neither remember iniquity tor ever. Behold, 
e ſee, we beſeech thee, we are all thy people.” 
Jaiab Ixiv. 6, 8, 9. So however unworthy any of 
you may be of the divine favour, yet if you are te- 
turning penitents, you, may expect that God vil 
hear your ſorrowful"groaning, and grant your, 
faint requeſts. The ſower may ſow his ſeed with 
a very weak, unſteady; hand, and yet he cheat 
fully awaits for a plentiful harveſt. Though be 
ſows in tears, yet he hopes to reap with joy. 0 
that you could thus pray in faith and wait in hope 
till you have received the bleſſing ! Your unwor 
thineſs can be no bar againſt'its coming. For, 
though you have no worth in yourſelves, yet Jeſus 
is worthy; and if you go unto the Father in his 
name, you are ſure to be accepted and to obtain 
what you need. Under the old law it was a caph 
tal offence 'to offer any ſacrifice without tit 
rieſt, In like manner muſt we have the gre 
hich prieſt of our profeſſion to preſent or pet 


ſons and ſervices before the throne of grace, b 
fore we can find acceptance. He, who venture cal 
thither in any other way, but under the ſhadouy ent 
of the crucified Jeſus, or truſting in any th, 
| beſides his. perfect worth and work, ' ſhall . 
cut off from the 'congregation of che Lordi - © 
Lev. xvii. 3, 4, 3. No oil or frank inc. ! 


« was' to be put vpon the fin-offering,”. 


6 6 J 
point out to us that id i neither the ſweetneſs 
nor the xichnęſs of gur: duties that recommends 
us to God; but che worthirieſs of our kind ant 
compaſſionate Intereeſſor. And''tliey; whoctare - 
moſt ſelf-cmptiedhavealways the greateſt intereſt 
with him. Witneſe his dealings" with the por 

publican; with the humble centurion, h 
ovale himſelf to be ſo unworthy that he could 
not aſk, Jeſus. to come under hi roof; and with” 
the woman of Canaan, whe had ſuch à mean 
opinion of, herſelf; that ue was contented with 
the bare refuſe of her nejghbout's tichipri 5 
Oh l no beggar was jeyertigo poor co be an ob-" 
ject of chanity,, Hold. auttctherefore! thy hand, 
poor ſinner, that thou mayeſt receive t t boumy i 
of the great King. Ae oy open him, 
though it may be ſtill pal led and trembling- oy 

2. Another motii lg encourage your: ap- | 
proach to the Savjeut is. io invitation,” 
„Hol“ faith; he, every the" That thifſterh,” 
come ye to the! waters4::and he, whothath 20 
10 money: come ye bu and eat; yea, come, buy | 
* wing b ut money and withaur 
price. Wherefare'ds: you: ſpend —.—. | 
tor that which is not briad, und 
for that which- ſarigfieth not K — ai 

* gently zunto, me, and; [tat art rag which/*ix* 

good, and er pw en ace rf im ., 
ae fe en A rs og. aro] 
calls t to 
unto him as Samuel ſaid unto Eli, | 
here if, am: ſor, thou didit call/:me, drone] 
have obtained ſtrength. from ther to come ſor 
ir » xp vater, if -I- cannot get wine ad mills: 
I have, brought nd money ſin my Rand, beta 
8 thou didit in me: to come -withour!anonleyd 


191 F — nc 
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4 22d without price. If P have no grate, I come 
I chy calh tu rectiue grace. If 1 cannet ad- 
2 dteſs thee as my Father, I may at leaſt 
that Lam asberle, becauſe utterly renotner 
66 other dependunce but ches: und in 
«; thee; I am told, the fatherleſs findeth mercyi* 
Hoſoxiv, 3. Is there mercy ſhewn to ſuch 486 
are orphans after the fleſlv4' and hall thetebe 
nothing done for thoſe, who are orphans in 
«a ſpiritual ſenſe If I am not thy ſon: may 1 
not be adopted into chat act atieh to thecc OH 
* 10 eme e. blefimg left fbr poor me. Bleſs 
4 me, even eme, O cbbrdy Lill not ariſe from 
5 this ſupplicating poſture, till thou haſt heard 
and helped mei [:canniot' © from hence; till 
& thou dan ſpoken? perde to my-wountled foul 
„And dh where: ele! can I go? Thou alone 
*. haſt the ws. of eternal ae, I dare not cry, 
be righteous to mb l al faint! But I de and 
6 muſt £ ſbill cry, ri my vongue. Hark cleaved to 
the roof of my mouth; God, be meteifel to 
66. me a ſinner.“ ; 219 Ins r ros: Ne 
3. Another motive to Tie the digaed and 
languiſhing to doo unte Jeſus Chriſt for de- 
liverance is hiball-{uffiviency to ſave the vileſt of 
ſinners- 4 It plraſetl dhe Father that in Him all 
<fulneſs/ ſnould dwell. ? Col. i. 1 His be 
dionte unto deaths htl daldie fire P . 
| peate with God; and opened a chante t 
which the current Hrn Aννν M Ho t 
greateſt offenders. c G0 that v Godscan be juſt 
and yer. the-jultifier dF: the uagodly. All, ho 
in come unte him in that new 
add hving; ich che der Jean hark vonſe- 
grated-- i rage the. Ve f its fe, m/ be 
N eee ſaved db tlie Ut 


1. 7? termoſt. 
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termolt. O then, cry aloud unte Hirn, poor 
ſinner, and ſay, 0 Lord, I do not come umo 
« thee to ſeek that: which is not to be found. 
„No: there is e h with thee. of what need. 
Look upon the tage of thine abointed, an 
for his ſake be thou well-pleaſed with me. Is 
there not in him a full apply. for all my 
„wants? is thege nd rightecufheſa enough in 
him to cover all m unrighteouſneſa ? — f 
not riches enough in hm to. anſwer all my 
% poverty? Ohl maſt; I, die without pardon, 
„when there: is ataning 8 | 
* thec, that ſpeaker; better 252 | 
blood of Abek Heb. Xiby2 
„ lie ia my diſeaſe and and. zul in dhe Sieh of my 
* pollytions for ever, when there is with thee a 
fountain that was om pur poſo opened for waſh- 
„ing away fin and uncleanneſs. ec. X11, Is 
« O. ſend me not away without ſome mark of 
* thy, favour, hen there is @ much merey laid 
up in, thy Chriſt for the uſe of the, miſerable- 
* O dear Lord, Jews! intercede for me a loſt 
* ſinners and rden Spire x ” * a full pardon 
in thy blood to m fed. ſoul.” If 
ſuch powerful, _—_— not ſucceed; and the 
load 1 thy guils ſtill remains unremoved, con- 
ſider wg the offices of the Lord Jeſus as Me- 
ditor, and urge bem as auxiliaries which may 
give 9 weight to thy humble ſuit. 
he hath received gitts for men, even for the re- 
bellious: ſo do thou own and plead, © a rebel# 
* am, who have been a — from the 
« womb, and a traitor all the days of my life | 
* againſt, thy -crown, and dignity : but oh}! in 
there none in the — | wk Ant on» 
for ſuch as have N laws, and ar jar 


« pled 
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566 pled upon thine authority? Is not the Lid 
fſeſus an ever- living interceſſor for fuch ? And 
„ ſhall not his prevail? Shall not his voice 
de heard ? Begone, begone, O unbelief, and 
«0 keep off, I will not liſten to thy ſug tons, 
I believe that the blood of Jeſus p ;/ cher 
7 the bowels of Jefus plead; that the Spi of 
| ® Jefus pleads - continually for ſinners at the 
right hand of God: and oh] am not Tone of 
« them? Yes, I know that I am a-ſinner; and 
therefore I believe that Jeſus intercedes for 
me, even for me, unworthy as I am of the 
* leaſt of all his 'mercies; Let the law then 
< thunder out its curſes, and let juſtice demand 
its rigid due. Neither of them can touch 
* me, becauſe I am covered all over with the 
* blood of Jeſus Chriſt. “ 
Come thus, poor ſinners, and lay pen an Your 
| maladies before the Saviour. Conceal not your 
miſery, but expoſe it to his view. He may fill 
have mercy upon the 'vileſt and the Sal ee 
thy among —— O throw yourſelves int the 
way by whic this: king of Zion paſſes, | Take 
example from the common beggars, he not on- 
ly appeal to the paſſengers by their eries, but 
make bare their blind eyes, lame feet, v3 1 
ged backs, that they may excite com 
obtain relief, O do as hey: do in this ref} 
And who knows but that He, REY heart " 
at human woe, will bid v go in Pens and 
* ſin no more.?“ 

The loft motive, that 1 ſhalt mention in order 
to ſtir you up to go clearly: and wholly to Jeſus 
Chriſt for ſalvation, is the y of his dil. 
| poſition, He is a cheerful giver,” who giveth 

„ liberally, and upbraideth not.“ James ii 5. He 
RG * 5 


| * 
14 J 
is more importunate wich- ſinners, while he ins | 
treats. them to receive, than they are when they } 
beſeech him to. beſtow his mercies. The water 
doth not come to us from a pump or well wich 
the ſame facility that it from the clouds: 
it is but to receive it from the one, hilſt it muſt 
be drawn and pumped from the other.. So the 
Lord: Jeſus pours down his bounties on the 
wretched; and throws in his to the hearts 
of ſuch as are ready to 2 5 
court our fellow men for the leaſt kindneſs that 
they can impart unto. us, and. as it were, extort it 
from them by the force of intreaties. G that 
there were more of us ſenſible of our fpirituali 
wants, that we may be more preſſing in our cries - 
for grace at the footſtool of mercy | Heaven then 
would have leſs cauſe to complain, that we⸗ 

* will not come to Jeſus, that we may have life.“ 

Jahn v. 40. With Him we. are. ſure to ſpeed.. 

O that he would give us heargs to be but in ear | 
nelt with. ham in-imploring the bleſſings Which we 
need ! O that he would enlarge our narrow ſouls .. 
that we. might take in the fulneſs of his grace 
There is enough in him to ſupply our: every” 

vant. And oh | ſuch: is the: bountiful nature of 

our God, that He ſometimes gives. us before WW—Bæ 
ak and often more. than. we do aſk of him. Iſauc 
and Rebekah prayed for a child, and God gave 
them two fons.. The thief. upon the croſs deſired 
only to be remembered by the Saviour whew. he 
ſhould aſcend his heavenly thront; and he wa on- 
the ſame. day admitted into Paradiſe, . tha# he 


| 


'1 
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him alone, as all your ſalvation and all your'de- 
ſire. Make him your all in all, and he will u. 


ſuredly bleſs you with all the bleflings of the 
new covcnant. Adopt the reſolution of the penj. 


tents in Jeremiah, and ſay, behold ] we come 
unto thee; for, thou art the Lord our God. 
We have leaned too long upon falſe gods, and 
in vain have h for ſalvation from the hills 
„ and mountains. All other refuges have failed 
& ys. Lhey have proved to us hke the reeds of 
« Egypt, piercing our hands when we came to 
* lean upon them. inſtead of yielding us any 
* ſupport. But we are now brought to be ot 
*. the mind, that we will henceforth truſt in none 
«bur in thee : for, from thee alone cometh the 
% falvation of Iſrael. We. have choſen thee tor 
* our only portion: and in the-ſtrength of thy 
grace we will invariably adhere — thee as 
long as we live.” O let nothing keep you 
from the Saviour; neither works nor duties; nei- 
ther friends nor foes. Give up all, that you may 
ſecure this. pearl of great price. . Forego every 
advantage and relinquiſh every connection in this 
world tur his ſake. Be willing to leap with Peter 
into the. ſea at his command, that you may come 
at him. Matt. xiv. 29. One of the firſt leſſons, 
which are taught in the ſchool of Chriſt, is this: 


& if any man will come after me, let him deny 


* himſelf, take up his croſs daily and follow 
% me.” Lule ix. 23. 
difference between a fluctuating and à ſteady 


heart, as there was between Ruth and Orpah. 
Wen Naomi told Orpah that ſhe had no more 


ſons to give her, and that the hand of the 
Lord was heavy againſt her; Orpah was ſoon 
diſheartened, 5 4 Killed her mother-in-law, and 
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Oh! there is as much 


1 IJ 
* went back to her people.” But Ruth would. 
neither leave her nor return from her; but be- 
ing determined” at alt events to caſt in Her 
lor with her and to ſhare in her circumſtances. 
whether they ſhould prove proſperous or ad- 
delle, Jaid ** eee mot tor leave thee; of 
« to return from following aftef thee: för hi. 
« ther thou goeſt, 1 will go; and where thou 
« lodgeſt, I will lodge: thy people ſhall be . 
* my people, and hy? God hall be my God.“ 
Ruth i. 16. Being thus firm as a new and well- 
Tigged "ſhip ſhe could withſtand the efforts öf 
wind and tide. And oh 1- if our love to the Sa- 
viour cannot endure a little calumny and re- 
proach; a few hardſhips and eroſſes ; it is tob 
weak, and we have reaſon to ſuſpect the ſafe - 
ty of our ſpiritual condition. If the heat of 
perſecution or the cold of © affliction” ſcare ui 
trom him, it is plain that we do not yet know 
bis full worth. Come therefore to him, my bre- 
tren, through fire and water. Be ſeparated 
from the unclean. Ply to Jeſus on the wings of 
arh : if you cannot fly, run: if you cannot 
un, walk: if you cannot walk, crawl towards 
um on your hands and knees. And may He, 
ho beheld the prodigal while he was yet a great | 
ay off and ran to meet him, caſt an eye of love 
pon every returning penitent among you, and 
pen his arms of mercy to receive: you in 17 
9 boſom | Amen and Amen. we 4 
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$ERMON III. 
p S ALM ly. g. 


& terrible things in righteouſneſs wilt thou onjur 
| . O God of our Kalnattan. 3 


\HOUGH God anſwers enen bis 
prople by terrible things z. yet all bis deal- 
iogs with them are conducted with equi 
He ſtill remains, notwithſtanding their 2 
trials and greateſt. hardſhips, — God of their 
ſalvation and the ſure — their ſouls. This 
is the obſervation, which I propoſe at this time 
wo illuſtrate from ſcripture-hiſtory as the leading 
truch contained in my text, and to confirm; by 
endeavouring to aſſign ſome reaſons. for the di- 
vine procedure in this reſpect, or by ſhewing wh 
it is that the Lord anſwers the prayers of his 
efioſen. by terrible things. May the Spirit a 
truth guide me through this myſterious and un- 
— path, that E may not. amn 
by words without knowledge! 

It is one of the revealed chara&teriſticks of 
Jehovah, that He is “ fearful'in praiſes, doing 
wonders.” Exod. xv. 11. And David deſcribes 
him as © terrible out of his holy places.“ Pſat. 
Ixviii. 235. In the ſanAuary the Lord uſually 
cleared the doubts of the faithful, and ay 


= 
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his love to their ſouls. But this was not always 
the caſe. He ſometimes inveloped himſelf there 
in a dark cloud, and ſent forth his judgments 
abroad, which were terrible not only to his ene- 
mies but likewiſe to his friends. Though He is 
a God who heareth prayer, yet he is not bound 


to anſwer our requeſts in the manner that we de- 


fre, or at the ſeaſon that we expect. No: this 


is a part of his prerogative or ſovereignty, which 
He hath ſtill-reſerved in his own power. Hence 


his people, who are all à praying generation, 
eve ai received ſuch 4 1 prayers 
as were very une d as well as very unpleaſant 
for the time preſent. Thus the bringing of Iſ- 
racl out of Egypt was a gracious anſwer to many 
7 that had been 

grace for their deliverante, as we are told 
Exod. iii. 7, 8, where the Lord "himſelf faith, 
] have ſurely ſeen the affliction of my people 
vhich are in and have heard their cry 
« by reaſon of taſkmaſters: for, I know 


* their ſorrows. And lam come down to deliver 


them out of the hand of 'the-Egyptians, and 
to bring them up out of that land unto a good 
land that flo 
they were delivered in ſuch a manner as often 
made their hearts to tremble and to faint within 
them. Moſes's application to Pharach on their 
behalf ſerved only at firſt to exaſperate that ty- 
rant's heart againſt them, and to render their 


before a throne 


— 
- 
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with milk and honey.“ Let 


ſituation more wreiched than it was before. It |} 


ſeemed at the outſet to have no other effect, 


but “ to put a ſword in the hands of their op- 


preſſors to lay: them.“ Nay, Moſes himſelf is 


puzzled, and doth not know how to reconcile 


ve 


he divine conduct with the divine promiſe, as 


[5] 
we may learn from his haſty expoſtulation| with 
God upon this trying; occaſion. Wherefore,” 
ſaith he, haſt thou ſo evil intreated this peo- 
ple t why is ii that thou haſt ſent me to — 

&« For ſince I came to Pharaoh to ſpeak in thy 
% name, he hath dane evil to this people; bei- 
ther haſt thou delivered this people at all,” 
Their taſks were doubled inſtead of bei 
leſſened. And that ſtraw, which hat! been before 
allowed them to burn their bricks with, was nb 
denied to them, and they were compelled to — 
it wherever they could find it throughout 
land of This appeared a. very: all 
way of deliveding them. To human view ii had 
a far ſtronger tendency to riyet their chains 
and e their llayery; 3f non to deſtro⸗ 
them utterly, and to root — memorial 
from the earth. So we ſtill pray fer the cot- 
verſion of ſouls and the inc 4 the Meſſah's 
kingdom: but may. when they ate finſt gal 
ened and feel the buterneſa of deep; con victim 
are little diſpoſed to thank us for our pam 
They are brought to ſuch diſtteſs of mind, tha 
they almoſt wiſh that they had been left t 
themſelves, and had not dontiaed, their. fot- 
mer enjoyments. Our old religion: that -wis 
4 born with us,“ ſay they, uſed: to ſit cf 
upon us. If we went to church on à Sunda}, 
<« conſcience was ſatisfied, and we ht chat 
« all was ſafe. But ever ſince we have ſet in 
« earneſt about the ſalvation of our ſouls, i 
cannot enjoy a moment's eaſe. - We are eve 
nas it were upon the rack. We ſee ſo man} 
« fins in all that we are and in all that we do 
that ve tremble leaſt - vengeance ſhould ** 
* take us, al ee OY 


E 


« of guilt. We never ſuſp 


uſpected that we were 
ſuch . guilty and defiled creatures before. 

« Alas! we fear that thore is no metey for us; no 

« pardon: for our atrocious deeds 4 no covert for 

« our naked ſouls 1 for our polluted 
hearts; no renewal for our fallen and corrupt 
nature. For, ever - ne theſe heart - ſearching 
preachers have come and ſpoken unto us, our 


cover nothing in ourſelves but ſin and miſery. 
« And oh! what renders our caſe Hill the. more 
deplorable is, that we find no likelihood: of 
the promiſed deliverance!” Inſtead of being 
ſer at liberty as wel expected, our bondage 
ſeems to b&- increaſed: ? Satan enſlaves us. 
The world is againſt us. And what we never 
* experienced betone, e feel a war in our mem 
bers that ſorely galls and wounds us. Iniqui- 
ties prevail agalnſt us: and the more we ſtrive 
againſt their power we ſin and ſtumble but the 
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— more. Though we have redoubled the watch, 
uu and are found more diligent than ever under 
oe means of grace end in the path of duty ;- 


ver our burthens become heavier inſtead of 
being removed. We can lay hold upon no 
3 We can conceive no 2 of hope. 
ith all our! doings and ſufferings for righte- 
ouſneſs ſake, we are finking faſter 4 ot 
x1 the vale of ſorrew.' -O'Ged, why haſt thou 

at all entertained t ts of our -deliverance, - 
lince thy kind intentions have hitherto anſwered” 
no other ' purpoſe; hut to-perplex- and harrafs 
us.” Such hath been the language of many 
God's deareſt” children, hem they have been 

it convinced of ſin, and the law hath been ap- 

&d by the holy Spirit like a 8 e6 their 
KF conſcieaces 


| ſtate is were than-ever it was. We can diſ- | 


Com) 


conſciences. Though their ſufferings for "th 
time were the fruit of much prayer, and a, 
ful preparatory to their ſalvation ; yet they | 
been ready to deſpond under them, and to co 
clude that they were ſent to conſume rather 
to ſave them. 

Nor is it at their firſt awakening alone that . 
are exerciſed with ſuch apprehenſions, No: 
the after-ſtages of the piyine life they meet wit 
ſuch hard trials and ſharp conflicts, as often 
them to queſtion God's love to their ſows, 
to fancy that his face is ſtill turned againſt kD 
Witneis the complaints of the Iſraelites again 
Moſes by the Red ſea, Though God had ve 
— wrou We their deliyerance by doul 
ling their taſks in and had brought the 
out of that houſe 1 e with a very hi 
hand; yet they are no ſooner teduced to any © 
tremity than they doubt either his will pr | 
power to ſave them, and relapſe into their ſulle 
frame. Was it,“ ſay they to Moſes, | 
* cauſe there were no graves in Egypt, d 
thou haſt taken us away to die in the wilde 
e neſs? wherefore haſt thou dealt thus with us 
« carry, us forth out of Egypt PP”, Exod, xiv, il 
But this diſtreſs, like the former, was neceſſi 
to humble their pride and to keep them dep 
dent upon the Lord. So prone were they to i 
get. this ſalutary leſſon, fe they had continy 
need to have it inculcated upon them by it 
quent diſaſters 'and repeated crofſes,, God mig 
have led them in a few; days to the mount of 
ſanctuary: but He Jaw uit expedient to C 
them for the ſpace. of forty years through a N 
and deſolate wilderneſs, where there were 
b and 1180 ſcorpions to annoy and * 
| 10 Tag 
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41 | 
them, and where many thoufands of them died. 
Now, all this was in anſwer to pt and how- 
ever it might ſeem à round. Pay No 5 | 
was the only way in which tight "L 
conducted 0 Canaan. TR ſuffered no real 
loſs upon the whole. For it is ſaid “ that the 
Lord led them about, inſtructed them, and 
„kept them as the apple of his eye.“ Deut. 
xxxii. 10, May we learn from God's dealings 
with Iſrael not to be diſconcerted at any of his 
frowning providences, or diſmayed at our ſtrug- 
gles with indwelling fin! Though He may deny 
us that bleſſing which we may teem to want, of 
refuſe us that immediate victory over our cor- 
ruptions which we may ardently deſire; yet He 
may beſtow upon us that which is far more con- 


bear our eroſs, and grace to fight manfully in our 
chriſtian watfare. He knows our make, and will 
conſult our / welfare in all his diſpenſations to- 
wards us. O that we could give up Gurſelves 


night of deſertion and under the moſt 


Job * though he lay me, yet will I tr 
ve him * . . 48 I ALS 


coming of our Lord in the fleſh, He had been 
long foretold and long e ed, At laſt he ap- 
peared in our nature, . At length the "Meſſiah 
who was the dear defire of every nation, came 


- 


vho could abide the day of his coming ? 
could ſtand 9 when he appeared 
, - 3 „ are- 


ducive to our beſt intereſt, ſuch as patience to 


wholly to his management, that in the 8 1 
ſcourge of his. efMiQive rod, we may ſay with | 
truſt in 


Another remarkable anſwer to prayer was the 


ſuddenly into his "temple, and realized all hne 
types and ſhadows 3 All the promiſes and praphe- 
cies which had gone forth concerning him, But 
Who 
like 


 - ſaying, “ Father, the hour is come; glorify thy 


N . 


n a refiner's fire, and like fuller's ſoap ?“ Mal. 
iu. 2. Though he then came full of grace and 
truch ; meek. as a lamb and harmleſs as a dove; 
yet that heavenly fire which proceeded from him 
to burn the droſs and to refine the ſpirits: of his 
people, was ſometimes very hot and ſcorching, 
And his firſt coming into every ranſomed ſoul 1s 
not ſtill without much terror and great diſmay: 
We ſometimes think that He is coming to kill 
us, when he only comes to ſave us from our ſins. 
Ohl to be divorced from our idols and ſeparated 
from our beloved luſts goes very near our hearts, 
It is to us like tearing the fleſh from the bones, 
And we are ready to cry out, to what pur- 
4 poſe ſhall we live when they have taken away 
our gods, and deprived us of our ſweeteſt en- 
. joyments?“ Let the fword of the Spirit muſt 

divide aſunder the workings of the feſh from 
the workings of the . Spirit, whatever pangs the 
operation may coſt us, before we. can, be made 
partakers of that full ſalvation which is in Chriſt 
Jeſus our Lord. Our Jſaacs muſt be ſacrificed. 
Our boſom ſins muſt become. hateful unto us. 
Would you have anotber example to illuſtrate 
the obſervation which I deduced from the text? 
Then take ir from the dear Immanuel himſelf, 
He, during the days of his humiliation, prayed 


Son, that thy Son alſo may glorify thee.” 
Jobu xvii. 1. The Father heard him, and granted 
1s requeſt, He gave him a name that is above 
every name. He exalted him to be à Prince and 
a Saviour, in whom all power in heaven and on 
-- earth ſhould be veſted. Yet “ it behoved hin 
«. firſt to ſuffer the agonies of the croſs, before 
he entered into his glory.“ Lutte xxiv. 26. 
ee eee. 


. 


„ 
a Thus was even the prayer of the Lord Jeſus 
himſelf anſwered by terrible things, yen fuch 


% things as made him to cry ont in the anguiſh of 
his ſoul more than once: Father, if thou be 


© villing, remove this cup from me: neyer- 
. theleſs not my will but thine be done.” But 
ſhall we forbear prayer, becauſe God may anſwer 
1 WO vs in a manner that may be very unexpected as 
well as diſtreſſing for a ſeaſon ? O no: He is a 
God, who ſtill hears prayer, and takes 
« in the voice of his ſpouſe. He loves to be im- 
« portuned. None are ſet at liberty frony the yoke 
of ſin and the chains of Satan, but ſuch as He 


mercy- ſeat. And He may ſometimes deny our 
req ueſts or give us What we do not like, that He 
may cut us out more work for prayer. Jacob 
wreſtled with God for a bleſſing on himſelf and 
his family: but when he led with God in 
his ſuit, he was lamed and enfeebled in the 
ſtrongeſt part of his 
might. renew bis eries for freſh 


*w > 3» > 


temple, © But how was he anſwered? B 
terrible convulſions: of nature, 


the moſt 


2 2 


* bled : the foundations alſo of the hills moves 
vent up a ſmoke out of bis noſtreſs ; and fire 


„ e. © = 


pleafure 


hath ſtirred up to be fervent ſuitors before his 


body as a wreſtler, that he 


xxx1, 25. David called upon the Lord in his 
diſtreſs; and God heard his voice out of his'holy | 


and were ſhaken, becauſe he was wroth. There 


out of his mouth devoured > coals were kindled 
* by it. He bowed the heavens alſo and came 


„down: and darkneſs was under his feet. He 

* rode upon a cherub, and did fly: | he did 

u upon he wing of the wind. He | 
2 66 neſs 


4 


ſtrongeſt images. which could be - concerved. - 
Then the earth,” ſaith he, « ſhook and trem- 


„ 
« darkneſs his fecret place: his pavilion round 
e about him were dar.. waters and thick clouds 
. 44 of the ſkies. The Lord alſo. thundered 1 
„the heavens, and. the Higheſt gave his voice; 
<* hailſtones and coals of fire.“ One wauld ex. 
pect that all this awful armament was intended 
to cruſh poor David into nothing, or to execute 
ſignal vengeance upon him for all the ſinful er- 
rors of his life: but it was ordained: for a very 
different purpoſe; to deliver and not to. deſirgy 
him. Hence the pſalmiſt adds: He fant from 
above, he took me, he drew- me out of wan 
« waters.” Pſal. xviii. 6-16. In all theſe in 
ſtances we ſee the poſition in my text cleati 
proved, or that God anſwers, the prayers « 
« his people ſometimes. by terrible things it 
« righteouſneſs,” 1 proceed therefore, in, dept 
dence on divine ſtrength, ſecondly, to aſſigi lone 
reaſons for the divine procedure in this reſpec 
Whatever aſpect ſome of the Lord's dealings wil 
his people may at times wear, they are not on 
defigned but have all a gracious tendency, 
1. To crucify the fleſn. And oh! what depth 
3s. mare terrible than this erucifixion ? We woul 
_ always Pray for ſweet and pleaſant: things ſu 
at are ſuitable to our palate, and refreſhing ta o 
animal nature; We are all far the honey withou 
any mixture of the gall, We like well enoug 
to reign with the Saviour: but we cannot. bet 
the thoughts of ſuffering with him. Though u 
are ſpirit. ag well as fleſh, yet our prayers a 
general too carnal; ſeeking only the cate. 
gratification of the, fleſh, But our ſpirits. have ? 
equal, if not a ſuperior claim to our attention 
and God's anſwers, whatever we: may: alk, 
ſpiritual ; tending; chiefy-to. the mortiication 


"out 
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our ſins and the ſubdual of our corruption: 


often led to think, that God anſwers our prayers. 
by ſuch terrible things as we neither wanted nor 
expected. The two ſons of Zebedee, having 
their minds intent u Kos rom in the ki 
dom of our Lord, ihe be 
the one on his —— 4 orgs ov on u Bis left 
hand. Matt. xx. . Now, there was no harm 
in all this. Nay, the requeſt was good in itſelf, 
reſpecting the matter of it. Why then did oun 
Lord ſay to them, * you know not what you 
aſk : 2 He ſaid it not becauſe there was no 
exaltation in his kingdom, or - becauſe their de- 
fire was altogether ſinful: but beeauſe their mo- 
tive was wrong, and they ſought only to exalt 
ſelf. In order therefore to convinee them of theis 
miſtake and to ſlay their carnality, he aſed them, 
* are you able to drink of the cup that I ſhall 
« drink of, and to be baptiaed: wich. the 
that I am̃ baptized with? A if he had ſaid | 
you ſeek only your own eaſe” and. your x 
*« grandeur: but the glory of my | 
the fruits of my Spirit can only be enjoyed by 
crucifying the fleſn.“ So we, when we'pray* | 
chat our ſins _ xe think that we-can-- 
not aſk for any thing that is more ſwoet or deſir- 
able: but — o reckon ĩt, we do not count 
all the coſt. It is true that the forgiveneſs of aur 
lins or a ſenſe of pardoning mercy in our ſouls is. 
à moſt delicious feaſt: yet it is 505 fo. pure and. 
unmixt as we might at firſt Where fin-1s- 
pardoned, there muſt be a rending of the heart, as 
dradneſs to the world, a renewal of nature, a love 
of holineſs, and an earneſt deſite to mortify every 
hidden. as well. as open corruption. And We 


This we may not deſire: and hence we may be 


kingdom and: 


"IE l 

we Conſider that all theſe things are death to: fleſh 
and blood, 8 is no — many 2 go 
drooping, when we ought to rejoice in our 
"in Having taken it for granted that we 
ſnauld be all bleſſedneſs when our fins were for- 
given, we are ſurpriſed when we find that our 
carruptions die ſo hard, and are tao apt to conclude 
becauſe we are not all peace and joy in beheving, 
that we are yet in our fins, and have never re. 

ceived pardon. But whenever this gloom comes 
over us, we ſhould remember that ſin muſt be 
mortified as well as forgiven, And the tears, 
which we ſhed- for the remaining hardneſs of 
our heafts, may be a ſurer evidence of our recon- 
ciliation with God than our livelieſt frames or 
fweeteſt feelings. By the! anguiſh; of our ſpirits 
and tho abhorrence of ourfelves we may be driven 
nearer ta the Saviaur, that He may refine us 
from our dreſs, and prepaze us for glory: / © 
2. God anſwers the prayers of his people by 
terrible things, becauſe the way to the crown ig 
by the croſs. The beſt and moſt fuitable method, 
in which it pleaſed: the al wiſe God to exalt his 
. own Son, was by ſuftcrings, ** For it became 
„ him, for whom are all things, and by whom 
«are all things, in bringing many ſons unto 
« glory, to make the. captain of their ſalvation 
perfect through ſufferings.” Heb. ii. 10. Every 
kind of means, that could poſſibly be deviſed, 


was within the reach of his choice to whom all 


power belongs: but He, in his great wiſdom, 
pitched upon the way of ſuffering as the molt 
proper to anſwer his purpoſe. And this for the 
molt part is the uſual way by which the Lord in 
every age conducts his members to thoſe man- 
ſions of glory, which He hath provided for them. 
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1951 * 
Hence the church of Chriſt is often yedueed & 
ſuch ſtraits that in the eyes of the world the 1 
quite forſaken and caſt down: and her diſsreſd Is 
o great that in her own apprehenſion ſhe ſemis. 
to be utterly defolate, and thus pours forth the 
voice of her groaning, ** I am like a | of 
the wilderneſs y I am like an owl of the deſert. 
« I watch, and am ag a ſparrow alone | 


Q - &, 


ry 


upon the 
* houſe-top. Mine enemies reproach me all the” - 
„day: and they, who are mad againſt me, are 
ſworn againft me. For, _ eaten aſhes Nee 
bread, and mingled my drink with weeping 
Pſal. cii. 69. — this is not hey conftant * 
are. There are times in which the Lord uphelds 
the feet of his ſaints that none of their ſteps 
may ſlide:“ or, if they do fall, He raiſes them 
with his own right hand. Heavineſs and weep-- 
ng may ſometimes - endure for a night: but in 
ic morning joy and ' detiverance "await them. 
nd commonly, and indeed moſt commonly, they 
xperience the greateſt hardſhips at the approach © 
their fweeteſt mercies. It is darkeſt with them 
aſt before the dawn of the brighteſt day. Thus 

ne children of Iſrael were laid. as it were, in an 
5on furnace in Egypt, and had their bones ſcat- 
ed at Babylon, when the Lord was about to 
ork the molt Ggnal deliverances for them. OH! 
e people of God are often heard to flutrer and 
omplain like a bird in the ſnare. They are ſo 
onfined in the priſon of unbelhhef or hampered”, 
the fetters of hard · heartidneſs, that they can 
ther lay hold upon any promiſe nor feel the 
at liberty in their ſouls. But why doth the 
Lord bring them to ſuch a ſtate of diſtreſs ?® 
dat he may puniſh them for cheir fins; ang | 
epare them for the reception of his mercies. 
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Their folly calls for the ſcourge. © My wounds 
« ſtink,” ſaith, David, and are corrupt becauſe 
* of my fooliſhnefs. I am troubled : I am bowed 

down greatly: I go-mourning all the day long, 
« There is no ſoundneſs in my fleſh becauſe of 

„ thine anger: neither is there any reſt in my 
bones becauſe cf my fin.” Pſal. xxxviil. 3, 5, 

6. Alas! long do they grieve a gracious God 

by their iniquities, and treſpaſs upon his patience 

by their rebellion and perverſeneſs. Hence He 
is often heard to utter ſuch complaints as' theſe 
againſt them, © Iſrael doth not know: my people 
< doth not conſider. They continue impenitent 
« in their ſins. They drink in iniquity like 
« water, and are fitted with all manner of un- 
« cleanneſs. They will not confeſs their crank 
greſſions, and their uncircumaſed heart wilt 
not bow to my yoke. Wherefore I will leave 
them to themſelves, till they acknowledge 
their offence, and ſeek my face. In their at- 

“ fliftion they will return and ſeek me early. 
And oh! when they are thus left to themſelves, 
and would fain with the prodigal fon “ feed 
« upon the huſks which the ſwine do eat, while 
no man gives unto them;“ they then perceive 
the value of their father's houſe, and are glad to 
accept of the loweſt office in it. Oh! ſanctiſed 
adverſuy carries the richeſt pearl in its mouth. 
It makes fin hateful to us, and the return of the 
Saviour's preſence. doubly ſweet. By it. we ae 
made meet for the maſter's uſe. As new cal 
are {calded, chat the ſavour of the wood may not 
give a diſtaſte to the liquor with which they are 

to be filled: ſo doth the Lord by fiery trials ſeas 
ſon his children far the reception of his covenant: 
. bleſſings. If He were to bleſs us according 99 
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oe 
ed 
le 


take care to break the ſtu 


wander © forty years in the wilderneſi to humble 
: | | „ & them 


1 } 
the cravings of our nature, or to beſtow. upon 
us the bounties of his providence, while we are 
unhumbled and have never been cleanſed from 
our ſing; we ſhould grow: more proud and ſelf- 
ſufficient than we naturally are, and our greateſt 
mercies would prove our greateſt ourſo. We 
may be praying for comfort, hen we are not 
ripe to receive it. We may be aſking for ſome 
earthly gift whieh, if it were giden to us-accord- 
ing to our foaliſſ wiſhes, might be our bane. 
We cannot tell what is beſt for us. But we 
do know chat the 'crofs. is exceedingly uſeſul to 
us on many accounts. If we were not to feel the 

uilt of ſin; we ſhould never fly to the Savious. 

f we were not to be exerciſed with various dif 
aculties in our chriſtian warfare; we ſhould not 
«cep C'ofe to the gteat captain of our ſalvation. 
If good men — — live! in — 
enemies, it is probable that they would get | 
ſuch a frame of ſpirit, as would ſer tas lowed. 
ance among themſelves, and: ftir them-up to bite 
and devour one another. Home bomini. lh, one 


man is a wolf to the other, if the love of God 
be not ſhed abroad and kept alive in his heart 


by the holy Ghoſt. If we were at peace] with all 
the world, it is not unlikely that .our-affeQtiotis 
would be ſo. glued to this earth that we ſhould... 
ſay, * it is good to be berez? when! our Lord 
bids us © ariſe/and- be gone.“ | Burr He will 
ple here by the — des ey 
here by power of his 1 6 | 
may not burn hereafter in the fire of his. vrach. 
Sooner than Gad would let Iſraeb paſs ſtraight to 
Canaan without the toil. of journey ings or d e 
perience of great hardſhips, Ne ſuffered them to 


199 
* them and to prove them, that he might knoy 
„ hat was in their hearts.” Deut. viii. 2, 80 
thou mayeſt pray, O poor believer, for the mor- 
tification of ſome luſt that is in thee; that thy 
pride may be abaſed, or that thy moſt eaſily be- 


ſetting ſin may have no more dominion over thee. 
Thou art ſincere in thy prayer, and God in mer- 
cy hears thee. But what courſe doth He take 
to anſwer thee? Why, perhaps, by ſome very 
terrible thing.” It may be that He ſlays th 
firſt-born,. the wife of thy boſom, or thy bel 
friend at a ſtroke. It may be that He permits 
thee to be deſpoiled of thy goods, to have thy 
good name aſperſed, or to be wounded in the 
tendereſt point in the world. Why? doth the 
Lord delight to croſs and torment thee ? No: 
but in kindneſs to thy ſoul He ſeparates thee 
from thy idols, that they may not be as fuel to 
inflame thy corruptions, or as thieves to ſteal thy 
| ne ps him. Oh! the e GP 4 
| 's people is generally prec by great ſuf- 
ferings. The ſuffering is the triumphant Chriſtian. 
This was the language of the Spirit to the church 
of Smyrna when ſhe was labouring under a moſt 
ſevere perſecution, I know thy works, and 
« tribulation, and poverty: but thou art rich: 
„and he, who overcometh, ſhall not be hurted 


4 by the ſecond death.” Rev. ii. 9, 11. St. Paul 


| likewiſe tells us, that our light affliction, which 
is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more 
« exceeding and eternal weight of glory.“ 2 Cor. 
iv. 17. Peace and ity are the deſire of al 
nations: but theſe bleſſings are ſeldom obtained 
without much bloodſhed, e 
out many a hard conflict. So the 


comforts of 
religion are very ſweet in themſelves, and high) 
| 2 | | Fee to 
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to be prized : but the means, by which they are 
conveyed. and ſecured to us, may be very bitter 
and trying. O then when the hand of the Lord 
is upon us, and the croſs ſeems to pierce us even 
into our ſouls, let us bow in bumble reſignation 

o the divine will and ſay, the ſaints path to 
„glory hath always been narrow and thorny. 
« By terrible things hath God in general anſwer- 
ed their prayers. But they have afterwards 
found that the valley of Achor was the door 
Hof hope. And oh we be diſſatisfied with 
* his dealings towards us, however grievous they 
may de to fleſh and blood for a'time, when 
they are productive of ſo much good to ou, 

« ſpirits in the end ? ſhall we not kiſs the rod, 

* which ſcares away our ſins and vhips our cur- 

A ruptions to death? Tes, Lord, in thy ſtrength 
„we will ſubmit to all thy diſpenſations witk 

« chearfulneſs, as knowing that they all proceed 
from righteouſneſs, and are promotivꝭ of our 

* beſt intereſt, In our ſevereſt exerciſes and un- 
der our moſt gloomy proſpects we will ſtill tr © 
* to lay hold on 7 — and on thy covenant, 
on thy promiſe and <a. thy: grace as the God 
* of our ſalvation.” - - 

3. God anſwers the — of his genaby 
terrible things bacauſe we are not ſo ready to re- 
ceive the fruits of our prayers as we may imagine. 
Many prayers, as 2 have already heard, were 
made 1 r the coming of our in the fleſty : 
but when he came, ar 5 could endure the day * 
his coming? Great interceſſion was made for tbe 
poſſeſſion of the promiſed land: but when the” 
heirs of the promiſe were brought withid/ the 
reach of that bleting, they would not go in to 


poſſeſs it: but they we mou * waking 1 
1 T 


r 
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> "they ſhould be killed ostriglit. They are ſo in- 
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that they might return into Egypt. Wim: 
» In like manner we pray much for 
to ſubdue our ſins; but we ate unwilling a 


terwoyen with our nature, that we are ſtill tod 
prone to love and cheriſh" them. We pray for 
pardon ; but we are lbath to accept it with all id 
neceſſary conſequences. We ſnhould be glad that 
the Saviour would do all things for us; but ve 
-would beg to be excuſed from tuffering him to 
do any thing ix us by his Spirit. Hence they, 
who were invited, would not come to the mar- 
riage ſupper. They had other huſineſs to mind, 
"Luke xiv, 18, And our Lord told the inhabi. 
tants of Jeruſalem that“ he would have gather. 
ed them together as a hen doth gather her 
% -brood under her wings: but they would not.” 
Lake xiii. 34. His appearance did not anſver 
their expectations. Becauſe He only came u 
ſave them” from their ſpiritual enemies, and ne 
as à mighty conqueror to bring the whole world 
into ſubjection to their ſway, they hid as it w 
their faces from him, they deſpiſed and eſteeme 
him not. So we ſtill pray for liberty, deliver 
ance, and reformation”: but when theſe things ar 
offered to us, we reject them and will not han 
-them, chooſing rather to live in bondage, to hu 
our chains and to wallow in our pollutions. Fe 
this cauſe God gives us à potion of gall an 
wormwood, not only that our fins may be en 
+birrered to us, but that We may be willing to! 
delivered from them according to the tenor 
our prayers. We have no reliſh for thoſe ſpin 
-tual privileges which believers enjoy till we ha! 
taſted them, however fervently we may pray © 
_ and therefore God condeſcends to e 


SH. 
our mouths, by. ſome croſs. or other, that we. 
taſte the ſweetnels of his love for ourſelves, and 
be led to cry qui, Lord, evermore give me 
« this bread. May I not. oply, aſk. for it, but he 
enabled. tq feed upon. it from day to day. 
« it my continual aim. not oply to pray againft 
« ſin, but to be f fayed from it; not only to pray. 
« for holin eſs, but to haye it really implanted in 
my heart; hot only to pray to have an abun- 
« dant entrance into heaven at laſt, but to have 
« now ſuch a, meetneſs for it wrought. in Kh 
„ ſoul as may, fit me for 1 and de 
ful employments of that happy place. 0 
« n lift up my voice to, the mercy-lear 
« ] may v8. 0 45 wreſtle with, God for che 
15 blelin ngs ae I oc A and not co let him 89 
« till he Goch bleſs 


uh God agſers the Prayers « of bis people 


by terri things, Bf becauſe, when, they 100 
in the greate Ros, t 5 are. moſt 
knee callin upon his name, 120 re | 
cauſe it is hjs. uſug one bear and. lave.them 
when the re * 5 65 that they have na ; 
other hel. we Wh owt 7 * ſouls, when 
0 kg in ct, the angyy hl ea Na 
thei y out. hearts 

fore 905 e ben gh 
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tongues and their hearts are in erfcct uniſon, MI 2 
when they ate on their Knees before God: and Ml © 
this is to pray indeed. At ſuch times they have WM © 
no other refuge into which they may flee. When I \ 
they look arotind them, there is none that, ** nows ll © 
or owns them. They have no helper, None ] 
cares for their ſouls. heir hearts 5 and faint | 
within them. They can but lift up a wet ee ill © 
and a blubbered face towards their merciful High Ml |! 
Prieſt, and fix all their hopes upon his prevailing I | 
interceſſion and atoning death. And gh! if He il © 
doth condeſcend to pity and relieve ther, when Ii * 
they are in this ſtate of indigence and wretched: ll © 
neſs; how do they prize the favour,” and; bleſs 
their great Deliverer's name. The leaſt mercy 
3s of the utmoſt 'value to them, when they feel 
themſelves to be poor outcaſts who ar ready. to 
periſh. Juſt as the ſmalleſt boon is-a rich preſent 
to a ſtarved beggar at the door: he will glad 
to procure a cruſt of dry bread, ani will 5 5 
it with much thankfulneſs. Oh; if any of yi 

my friends, are ar preſent, in great anguiſh if 
ſpirit; and God feems to anſwer your prayers by 
terrible things in righteouſneſs, take comfort, 

ur deliverance is near. The Lord hath: bound 

imſelf by a promiſe, that He will never. utterly 
fail thoſe, who ſeck him with their whole hearts, 
Hear his own words, and beg for füith to apply 
them to yourſelyes ; When the pyor and neg 
« ſrek water, 2 there is none, and and their tong 
4%, faileth for t 15 I, the Lord, wi oa = 


hirſt 
1 God If 10 wil nor of 
Trl ahi e 
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er children the tender · hearted mother 
knows no ſuch orator in behalf of himſelf and 


others as the ſick babe in the cradle. He muſt 


be ſeryed firſt let who, will, be neglected, becauſe 

he cannot. help himſelf, and his whole depen- 

dence is upon his mother. 80 gur Kped and 
intenſel 


gracious God hath his eye and heart moſt:i 


fixed upon the indigent and broken in ſpirit. 

is perfectly acquainted with their reſpective con- 
ditions. He ſees their ſorrow, for ſin, and hears 
their groans under the buithen of their corrup- 
tions.” He bebolds how they are oppreſſed b 


worms like themſelyeg, and conſiders chat they 


are *© like a lamp deſpiſed in the thought of him 

who is at eaſe.” Jeb xii. . He needs not to 

de informed that few. will take any notice of the 
ee een 


DOOF , 


| 
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D chriſtians. When they fee thofe, who "ire 
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poor and deſtitute, unleſs it be to reproach ahd 
injure them; to tread them under foot and de- 
ſpicefully uſe them: and therefore he takes them 
under his own more immediate proteckion, ſpteals 
his banner of love over them, and hears the voice 
of their humble petitions, ' He commands be. 
lievers * to deal their bread to the hungry, and 
to bring the poor who are caſt out into their 
* houſes, to cover the naked and to fatisfy the 
« the afflicted ſoul.“ Tſe. lyiii. 7, to. Yes, he 
commands even his enemies to provide” for his 
outcaſts, faying: * ler mine outcaſts dwell with 
„ thee, Moab, and be thou a Covert to th 

&* from the face bf the ſpoiler." 1/2. xvi. 4. Abd 
oh! if He thus commands both his friends and 
his fots to be attentive to their welfare; how 
much more will his own tender heart be inflamed 
Wich love towards them and anxiouſly concerned 
For their ſafery? It way be kal known wh 
they are, whom God hath anſwered by teribl 
things in righteouſneſs. They are io abaſed Ind 
Tink in their owrf eſteem that of all perfons mn 
the world none have fach mean views of them. 
lelves as they haye, and none are ſb impottunate 
in requeſting a ſhare in the prayers of cheit fel. 


of great gifts rejoicing always in the 
Lord as they ink and val ies towards Zion 
with great freedom in their ſpirits, ſubject to m 
fears and tied by no bonds: How glad are they to 


« we beſeech you, to pray for us. eg of 
or To to remembet us before a throne of grace. 
Whereas the truth is, if we were to form out 


Judgment according to the oracles of God; they, 
ho are endued with great gifts, 


and whoſe ff. 
| 10 


have fuch to pray for them! „ Oh!” fay they, 
| We beg of 


* 
„ 8 * * 
ee aw a Sth Ee” 
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rits are little exerciſed by croſſes, e L 
have much greater need of the prayers of the tried 
and ſelf-emptied chriſtian than he hath of theits. 


Oh! che poor in ſpirit ate by far the beſt wteſt- 
lers between men and the true mediator Chriſt 
Jeſus our Lord, becauſe he will be ſure to attend 
to their cries whoſoever elſe ſhall be diſregarded. 


Hear this, O,thou afflicted foul, who art toſſed 


with a tempeſt, and not comforted. Thou may- 
eſt be ſometimes led to think that thou art for- 
ſaken of God, and to judge that he will caſt thee 
.off foß ever. But oh! perſevere in the path of 
duty. May ſtrength be given thee to 
in pouring out thy ſoul into the boſom of Jeſus ! 
Thou halt, ſtrong grounds to expect that thou 
halt ſucceed. at laſt, however long he may delay 
do hear thee or whatever obſtacles may ſeem to 
be thrown in thy way. He hath ſaid, that He 


« will regard the prayer of the deſtitute, and 


« not deſp ſe their tuit.”” Pſal. cii. 17. O plead 
his promiſe. Take no denial. Remember that 
the terrible things,” by which the Lord now 


anſwers thee, are thy fears, thy afflictions, and 
thy crgiles, But oh! remember likewiſe that the 


ſun of righteouſneſs will ſoon ariſe upon thy 
diſtreſſed dul with conſolation in his ts when 
thou ſhall break out, into this . ſang 


« My Saviour is come, and hath 15 my ſou 2 Lat 
upon Him in my trouble, and 


large. I called 
« He hath delivered me out of my diſtteſs. It 


„Was he alone Who Foul ſave, — 1 Wat paſt 


« all h uman help hath. ſilenced my 
« and allayed — fears. He hath ſpoken peace 


« to my conſcience. And I now plainly ſee.thgt: 
. fn we dark. or myſterious kis paſt — 2 
* ae ſometimez pe! Rk: FRY 


perſevexe 


ö 
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© jn righteouſneſs and cenducive to my real good. 
1 O that I may have grace to glorify him by my 
future life, and to publiſh _— to the 
All, that now remains, is to conclude the whole 
with a brief application. We may plainly gather 
from what hath been ſaid upon the words of the 
text, that the Lord doth at all times and in all 
circumſtances hear and anſwer the prayers of his 
people. However unlikely many things may 
ſeem unto us to be an anſwer of our prayer, yet 
when the whole plan of divine providence is un- 
ravelled and we can trace every link of it reſpect- 
ing us through its ſeveral gradations, we ſhall ſee 
that thoſe terrible things, which often carried 
ſuch a formidable aſpe& to the eyes of our frail 
nature, were neceſſary for us, and that we could 
not do without them. David ſaid in his haſte, 
„J am cut off from before thine eyes?“ never- 
theleſs he afterwards ſaw great reaſon to own that 
God always * heard the voice of his ſupplication, 
<« when he cried unto him.” Pſal. xxxi. 22. How 
long did Iſrael lament, and fink under their op- 
preſſion in Egypt, as if God had forgotten to be 
gracious, or had given them over to the will of 
their enemies? Yet their deliverance at length 
came, and they were given to underſtand, that Wi: 
. we —— were vain and that none of 

ir er eſcaped unnoticed. - The pray- 
ers of his people — before the molt 
High, and regiſtered in the book of his remem- 
brance; that He may anſwer each of them in that 
time and way, which He knows to be moſt-uſe- 
ful and falutary to their ſouls. Hence Solomon Fn: 
prayed, Let theſe my words, wherewith I have 

made ſupplication before the Lord, be ail f 


*6 miſerable with my dying breath 


* _— * 
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he may maintain the cauſe of his ſervaht aht. 
« the cauſe of his 
« ſhall require.“ 1 Uns viii. 39. 


“ cotne 


It is one of his 7 ativibucks that 
« is a God who hearet 
only hears but reme 


bears them wppermoſt on his all- eapacious mind. 
O how great and numerous are the motives which 


mate us to perſevere in prayer, how difaſtrous, 
cloudy, or terrible ſoever things 


pray för a ſon; yet both he and ii As gro 
old and paſt Abe age of child. bearing before che 
vere ſeemingly heard: when they might habe 
been ready do diſcontinue their ſuit becauſe of 
their ill ſucceſs, a ſon Was 
ſprang not ſo much from nature as from e bet. 
miſe of God:? The ſame may be obſerved ith 
regard to Zecharias and Elizabeth. And" there 
re ſome now who cry under the altar above, 
hoſe ptayets have been long heard, bur are Nil) 


onſolate friends, not to judge that your prayets 
ve not been heard; beclus they are yet not an- 
ſwered; or to think hard of God, becauiſe He m 
ave anſwered ſome yin et * thin 
Al his- Works are 
here - is' mercy blended th men in —. 
art of his conduct towards us. 
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z0n Fay be many in this cbngregation who! 
ave Pod each day of their lives3'yea; with the pſalmniſt, | 


yen times in 3 yet 2 ren 
quite 
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« unto the Lord our God day und night k. 
©! Uracl, n dre matter 
« up for + memorial Define” God _— 


rec prafer” And He not 
their petitions, and 


are left upon record in the word of truth to an- 


hin 0 us or without us! Long 0 ee, 


them, Who 


0 


He could net © 


my afflicted and dil. 


ö 
N 
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quite diſneartened, becauſe they may ſeem, 10 de 
rive ſo little benefit from their prayers... As the 
ungodly fancy that their, ans ſhall neves be laid 
to their charge, or brought to remembrance 
againſt them, becauſe vengeance is allcep or 7 
to overtake, them; ſo do, many gracious, 
imagine in their diſtreſs, that the great Jeb 
hath quite diſregarded. or neglected them, when 
He doth not anſwer their prayers with that ten- 
derneſs and love which they could wiſh. 
Many a time have ſuch been heard to pour forth 
their diſmal cries and bitter wailings f 9 I 
the like ſtrain; Oh! if the high and Fa one 
1 were to hear my prayer and to accept my per- 
e ſon in 12 Jeſus, L would with David cal 
„upon him as long as, I lived. But ob] I am 
be ſuch à bruiſed — and unworthy creature, 
++ that I am afraid that God will never. incline 
&. his ear unto me, but will ſoon caſt me out af 
his bliſsful. preſence, as I confeſs, that I. mel 
4% richly deſerve. , Lam. a}moſt;utterly,difpirited, 
«and ready to give up all expectation, at; deliv- 
« erance. Alas alas! what ſhall 1 do! I. beg far 
« mercy, and taſte. wrath... I beg for graces. and 
« feel corruption. I beg for eaſe, and receive 
AY we Key and trouble. 1 — for love, and find 
J Every thing runs the wrong Was: 
« God hath ſhut out my; prayer from the. fandu- 
„ ary. of his preſence ; and I frar that He wil 
« „ exclude me for. ever from having, any; mor 
& acceſs unto him.“ Hold, hold r 
poor ſoul, and I will try to ſpeak a word that 
may be more ſuitable to thy caſe. The anſwe! 
of the ſaint's prayer is not ta be meaſured. by our 
ſurmiſes or the, ſuggeſtions of our minds 
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re peatedly teſtifies that the g gs of his op- 


— the anguiſh of his tempted, and the de- 
fires of his 1 before che Lord | 


as well as David, pic | 
t 18 e ile weary | 
ng fy) is dty. Mine eyes fall, 
« upon my God.“ Pfal. Ixix. 
forced to endure the bufferingy Satan, ind to 
— = ho mee 'his fleſh to- dying 4 
ſtarding” 2 
. of fach troubleſome in- 
mates. Moſes could not ' enter into the land of 
Canaan, however earneſtiy he might deſire it: 
but he was admitted into heaven, which was 
much better: "8641 ſt thow, OMe foul, 
thyſelf,- becau 
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while I wait 
Paul was 
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grow i in tribulation; and the, divine life flouriſhes 
moſt in their ſouls, when it is watered with he 


tears of penitence and ſtecped in the Sayiour' 
blood. The fiſh increaſe more in the ls than an in 
the freſh water. We have in general the. yt 
plentiful ſuminer; after the coldeſt ,wingery. 5 
camomile ſmells Hgft. after it ,haxh- been /xrodden 
down. Oh! when doth the ſpouſe of Chit a ap- 
pear more glorious in his eyes, than hegt the 


* forgets, her own, peoplę, and, her, 12 
«. houſe.” ah KV, ng. Wicht vip love i 
ling in his eyes He, then addreſſes her, jan 
O my dove, who aft in the cſefis of 
in the ſecret places of, the Haire, led mne ſee iy 
14 a ee lex me kear thy voice: for.lyeet 
is th V voice, . thy countenance is come, 
WT let me hear thee calling upon me-apd, fweet- 
3 GAA o my Praiſe,” Cams, 2 be 
mol e in 04 face lies unde the, e when 
it is e e terrible things by 
which God, 3 ome. of yqur-prayer 7p you 
.onl dene to prevent much miſchie 
"ul, to break down your ſelf Age, 
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— have read: that. 0 i th 


8. ling his Way.: he, W 7 HF 00 
His te. by which. e had, rack be Jane hi 
fallen into be hands of, an aſſaſſin ra K 
him chere. Aud f you were, not by ſore ves 3 


bk 


80122 


Ci 5 bY 


ble or other ſometimes put : out of your uus! 
crack, you might fall ior ſome ſin where you” 
leaſt expected which ſhould 12455 very de- 
ſtructixe to yoo peace as well 48 injurious to 
your buls. Salt "prevents putrefaction, while, 
honey promotes” ie " Ghegory tells us, that Solo- | 
mon left che hou df vittons for want of being 
converſant in the ſchool of affliftion, Let thete 
conſiderations recoricile you, my friends, to your _ 
reſpetive Allotments. And oh! it is no. ſmall 
mattet often that can do this. For, though you 
may think that you have no will of your 6wn; 
while you experience neither ebbings in your 
ſouls i or ſcarcity in your cheſts Ver when God 
anſwers your prayers by tertible things, and diſ- 
ap "ont you in thoſe purſuits on which you 
Ge ſet ydur hearts; you find an old will ill - 
alive within you, whil wreſtles hard for the 
maſtery;,and*cannor. be E without great 
grace and much ſtrugg here muſt be ſtrong 
paylick uſed ie purge Spe old leaven. When 
God therefore anfwers your prayers by terrible | | 
things, He employs thieſe things as the moſt pro- 
per means to mortify and ſubdue your temain». | 
ng corruptions. „ By this,” ſaich He,“ ſhall | 
* the_iniquity of Jacob be urged; and this fs 
„ all the 5 to take Aa in, when” de mak- 
eth alt the ſtones of che altar as chalk ſtones | 
* which ate beate i Meath: ent) the groves 5 | 
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top and to expel our particular digt 2 
out of us nothing 1 what sf, 
though his medicines may, be ſometimes, bitter as 
ei to our Ene yet if they ſerve to Kill. the 
worms of pri de, envy, and e In our 
hearts, we. have reaſon to bleſs God for them, and 
to conſider them as marks 2 his oye, .;When 
we are thus humbled under mighty hand of 
| God, it is that He may exalt us in due time. 
No harm can happen unto, us, while, we. arc 
kept in theſe lowly yallies, Bear up then, 2 
ee under all your trials and croſſes. 

ever ſour the bud may be, oe flower wi 'k 
ſweet, when it comes to be full-blo 

panded under the warm beams of Mn 
een ez © The moſt terrible part of | 


hriſtian's experience not only prevent muck 
miſchief, ; but produce much good., Many have 
reaſon ſtill 7 Ther mh David, 13 5 for 
© me that I have bee ee anaſſch 


reaped much 8 van his chain 
than from his WER. Sip foe. « chaſteny 
c his people for their IRE that. they may be 
<« partakers of his holineſs.” Heb, xii, 15 Niſtreß 
ikewiſe increaſes 1 among the he hrgt herhovd. 
hen we are 8 eaſe in our. love. is apt 0 
wax, cold "A fight Zin, ſeparatiy ven 
friends: * common danger drives us 72 
for common ſecurity; juſt as the ſhepherds 6 
eeps the ſheep from ſcattering, andymakes 1 — 
to fun together in a herd into t fold. The fr 
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his croſs daily, or is ike; his maſter; a Md 
. 


ſorrows and acquainted, with grief, and a 
who lives in pomp and ſplendour. It is a πτπ 
uncommon thing for à man's eyes, like Jonge - 
than's, to be opened by cating honey, or by 
joying great.proſperity z but many have had rhe 
eyes opened by the clay of adyerſity, which 8. 


* . 
do 


the means that the Lord often uſes to give 
to the blind. The poor and the miſerable, ke 
thoſe © who go down to the ſea in ſhips and do 
« their buſineſs in great waters, ſee the works of Y 
« the Lord and diſcover his wonders in the deepe” 
_ Pſal. cvii. 23, 24. See then, belieyers, What fea- 
ſon you have to bleſs God for all his diſpenſations 
towards you. Whether they be advetſe or proſ- 
perous, bitter or ſweet, terrible or amiable, He 
makes them all to work together for your good. 
You may ſing of j t as well as of | mercy. 
O that we could be but more complymg to his 
will! O that we could always look chraugh all 
ſecond cauſes to the firſt great cauſe, and conſi- 
der every event both in the kingdom of natute 
and in the kingdom of grace, as directed by his 
wiſdom and intended for the benefit of his peo- 
le] This would not only teach us in whatever 
te we are therewith to be content, but irt 
would let out many of thoſe: wayward humours, 
which ſtill remain within us: We ſhould be no 
longer fretful and peeviſh. - We could not repine | 
at our lot, if we viewed it as God's appointment 
to us. We ſhould be happy in ourſelves. We 
ſhould bear love unfcigned to the brethren; and! 
inſtead of repining at the ſhort-lived proſperity of 
the wicked, we ſhould ſee abundant geauαν roy? 
pity them, and to pray for them. For if wes 
who are the children of God by adoption, and 
—— 22 ED. 
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eue are ſo often itrefſed _ pete 4 
valley of tears: what muſt — endure who are 
gers to his ſalvation, hen they come to ſuß⸗ 
fer all his wrath in the regions: of the damned 
I God anſwers ut now by terrible things in righs 
teouſneſs, when we are under the covert of the! 
1 wings; what vials of * muſh 
poured upon them in the great his 
pearing, when they ſhall 8 ſhelter be 
ſtorm, but ſhall be left expoſed to all the hog 
thunder bolts of incenſed juſtice ¶ Let them ale 
If we have Chriſt formed in our hearts as 
en glory, we have, with, all our croſſes "and 
ifficultics a far better portion than the unſancti 
fied poſſeſſion of the whole. wrd. Be our ale 
ment here ever ſ afflictive or uneafy, we can lift 
* our eyes to the hills from whence cometh aus 
vation, and can amidſt our ſoreſt conflicts lays 
„ Tonder is my home. Here 1 am only: a 
* rim: 8 it ſignifies little what hardſhips 
all endure by the way during my patlage? 
* ehrovigh this dreary wilderneſs, when this fh 
winter day ſhall l a long eternal 
day of veſt and happineſs.” My crown; is a 
„ moſt in view. I will 5 maintain they 
unſhaken agaiaſt a ho corruption 
« bn woe in e the pawtr of hig 
« 32 that being — from all my droſ 
made white in the blood of the Lamb 
4 may dwell for ever with the God of my ſalus 
4 tion.“ May theſe be the views and may the 
be the rofolotions ob every one who hears. me thif 
n it for bis nne Ame 
ene?” * SHY, 


